
TALATON PARISH COUNCIL                                                  

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES WEDNESDAY  7th SEPTEMBER 2022 at 7.30PM 

                                     AT THE PARISH HALL                               DRAFT 

 

 

 

Present: Cllrs P. Lenehan, G. Hawkins, R. Bos, M. Gray, K. Walker and S. Wood 

 

Public Fifteen-minute open Forum- 4 members of the public were present to express their concerns over 

the Horton Solar Farm application. Their main concerns were the use of fields no5 and the top part of no4 

which are on a hill and would be very visible outside of the scheme and in direct line of site from 2 

properties. The other major concern was the HGV lorries that will be making the journey from Fairmile to 

the site, the majority of which would appear to be carrying crushed stone to create trackways. Apart from 

the disruption and damage to the roads, the carbon cost of quarrying, crushing and transporting the stone 

needs to be questioned. 

  

 

 

 

1. To accept Apologies for Absence – Cllr Peters (work commitment) 

  
2. To confirm minutes of the Meeting held on the 6th July 2022 - having been circulated and read the 
minutes from the 6th July were approved as a true and correct record of the meeting. Proposed by Cllr 
Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Walker. 
 
3.  Declaration of personal and pecuniary interests of items on agenda- Cllr Bos declared a personal 
interest in item no 6. 
  
4.  FINANCE 
i. Balances of accounts including Petty Cash – as at 7/09/22 Barclays Current Acc.-£500.37; Petty Cash 
£44.73 less £7.99 to be paid to Cllr Lenehan for I.T cable; Reserve Acc.-£14931.66 which included the 2nd 
part of the Precept payment of £4448.50   
ii. Cheques to be signed – D. Main £810.00(2nd qtr. salary); HMRC £202.40 (PAYE); Vision ICT £288 
(website maintenance); cheques signed since last meeting A. Hazeldene £150 (strimming and weed 
control); EDDC £240 (dog bin contract) 
iii. Transfer of funds- funds to be transferred- £1000 from Reserve Account to Current Acc. 
All finance matters proposed for approval by Cllr Lenehan, seconded by Cllr Wood 
Cllr Hawkins carried out the quarterly audit of the accounts in July. Mr Ralph to carry out the half yearly 
internal audit at the end of September. 
 
5.  Correspondence: a. Items of correspondence:  

1. Email from Jamie Buckley re grants -circulated  
2. Email from residents re Horton Solar Farm- circulated 
3. Letter from residents re Railway Bridge – a letter received asking if the PC would consider 

installing a mirror on the railway bridge (between Newtown and Hillside) unfortunately mirrors 
are no longer permitted on the Highway. Clerk to reply to the letter. 

4. Email from Dream Away project- circulated, no further action. 
5. Email from DCC re Household support- to go on the website 
6. Email re Councillor Advocate scheme- the Talaton advocates had been missed off the OPCC 

distribution list during a reshuffle but have since been re-instated  
7. Email re Free Trees - circulated 
8. Email re use of The Moor – Cllr Lenehan had received a request for The Moor to be used for 

a Charity event in August which Mr Thorne was happy to allow. 
                           Cllr Lenehan had given permission for the event to go ahead. 



9. Email re Go Compare – Go Compare had emailed to put an advert on the site with a link to 
flood advice etc, it was felt that it was not appropriate to put the advert on the website. 

       
b. Items of late Correspondence: 
     1.     Planning Application - 22/1909/FUL – Moor Farm, Talaton- Conversion of a barn to  
             single storey 1-bed dwelling- meeting to be held 23rd September at 7pm  
     2.     EDDC -Help with household bills-to go on the website. 
     3.     Emerging Local Plan webinar – Cllr Lenehan to attend. 
 
6. To discuss Horton Solar Farm installation - following a discussion and listening to the residents 
comments it was proposed to wait and see if an amendment or extension has been made to the 
application, in the absence of this then a comment stating that “our original comments still stand” will be 
submitted along with a request that the planning committee take into account the issues raised by the 
residents at tonight’s meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr Lenehan, seconded by Cllr Gray, all in favour   

7. Update on The Moor and Broadband installation- following a meeting with the contractor and 2 

Voneus representatives on The Moor, the installation has gone back to the drawing board. Cllrs Lenehan, 

Hawkins and Peters had all been present when work was being carried out without permission. On 

speaking to the Voneus managers it transpired that what the contractor had planned would not have 

worked because of the proximity to the trees. They spoke to Mr Thorne and agreed to write a letter to the 

residents of The Moor stating that the delay was not caused by Mr Thorne or the PC. As Voneus have not 

sent a letter, Cllr Lenehan will write to the residents explaining the situation. 

8.  To discuss plaque for the Oak Tree – Cllr Bos has obtained prices for resin plaques, quotes to be 

obtained for slate plaques as well, Clerk to obtain quotes. 

9. Parish Maintenance- items requiring attention and update on items reported- 
Highways Officer will look at the raised footpath near Orchard Close, Cllr Hawkins will meet him if possible. 
He has also been asked about the provision of hedging to replace the one planted in the pull in down from 
Beacon Cottages. 
Items to be reported- 
Pothole – on the road outside Talaton Inn 
Potholes– 4 in Rosemary Lane. 
Lashbrook – camber on the road, road eroding 
White stop triangle and white lines faded at Bittery Cross 
Fingerpost to Talaton at Bittery Cross – falling off 
South West Water to be notified of the leak on the main road at the end of Rosemary Lane  
 
10. Items for information only or discussion on the next agenda – Defibs checked and now updated on 

the website; Cllr Hawkins attended the Hall meeting- nothing to report; Drop-in – 4 residents attended; 

matters raised-potholes, water leak and Voneus; 2 new residents came along to introduce themselves 

 

11. Matters of urgency- Cllr Lenehan has been approached regarding plans proposed by the Hall 

committee to use the Hall as a “warm space” for residents. The Parish Councill do not feel that they should 

be responsible for such a scheme however, councillors have intimated that they would be happy to help in 

a personal capacity. Cllr Lenehan will respond to the Hall Committee. 

 

12. Date of next meeting- the next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th October 2022     

                

13. Close of Meeting- meeting closed at 9.10pm 
 

 

 

 

 



 


