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Minutes of the MEETING OF TALATON PARISH COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY,  5TH JUNE  
2024 at 7.30pm.  The meeting was held at the PARISH HALL, TALATON EX5 2RG 
 

 
PRESENT: - Cllrs P Lenehan (Chair), G Hawkins (Vice-Chair) K Walker, A Peters*, R Bos; and the Clerk 
(Mrs C McIntyre) Cllr Peters arrived later in the meeting * 

PUBLIC FIFTEEN-MINUTE OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present.   
  
24/06/01 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr S Wood 
 
24/0602 
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF 1ST MAY  2024 AND 
TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE SAME BY THE CHAIR AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD   
It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting of 1st May  2024   be approved as a true and correct 
record. They were  signed  by the Chair Proposed by Cllr Walker  and seconded by the Vice-Chair 

 
24/06/03 
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were none` 
 
24/06/04 
IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 (PUBLICITY 
WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BY REASON OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED): TO AGREE ANY ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH 
AFTER THE PUBLIC AND PRESS HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED 
It was agreed that part of Item 11 (Village Green (the Moor) Voneus) be discussed in Confidential 
Session 
 
24/06/05 
FINANCE: CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ITEMS I – III 
i.Approval  of accounts  for the period 1st  – 31st May  2024 including Petty Cash 
 

NAME OF ACCOUNT/PETTY CASH BALANCE 

Community  (Current) £781.56 

Business Premium (Reserve) £14,239.54 

Petty Cash  £3.42  

 
  ii. Approval of the June  2024 Payment Schedule  
 

NUMBE
R 

CHEQUE 
NUMBER/BA
CS 

PAYEE DETAILS COST VAT TOTAL 

1 Bacs HMRC Income Tax  79.00   79.00 

2 Bacs Employee Salary May/June (Net) 316.46   316.46 

3 Bacs Mrs C McIntyre  Repayment of cost of 
Norton Antivirus; 
Sainsburys voucher for 
auditor; key cutting for 
Chair; paper and ink 
cartridges 

132.33 9.49 141.82 
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4 Bacs Community First 
Insurance 

Insurance Premium 24/25 202.87   202.87 

5 Bacs ATH Gardens & 
Landscapes 

Maintenance of verges  150.00   150.00 

6 Bacs Cllr P Lenehan Repayment of cost of wine 
gift for parishioners 
(Chair`s Allowance)  

21.75   21.75 

7 DD Land Registry Office Copies of land 
details 

6.00   6.00 

8 Bacs Cllr P Lenehan* Repayment of cost of 
voucher for work carried 
out voluntarily by Mr J 
James  to stone wall 
(labour) 

40.00   40.00 

9 Bacs Mr J Jackson*  For materials and work 
carried out to telephone 
kiosk and materials for 
stone wall  

60.00   60.00 

                              TOTALS 1008.41 9.49 1017.90 

 
*Payments also approved  in other parts  of these Minutes 
 

iii. Proposed Transfer of funds (£750) from the Business Premium to the Community Account 
 
iv. Approval of Nigel Ralph being the Council`s Internal Auditor for 24/25 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve Items i – iv  Proposed by Cllr Walker   and seconded by the Chair 

 
24/06/06 
CORRESPONDENCE 
a.Items of correspondence distributed to councillors  
The following correspondence was noted:- 
EDDC – Local Plan Consultation Launch webinar – 16th May The consultation is live and closes on 
Thursday 27th June 
EDDC – how to prepare in an emergency 
EDDC - Community Responder training 
DCC – requesting notification of any recent flooding in Talaton 
Free community planning event (Mid Devon)Wednesday 12th June 2024  7pm - 9pm  Magelake Parish 
Pavilion, Uffculme, Devon. EX15 3DP 
Peninsular Transport in partnership with Western Gateway STB have published its Electric Vehicle 
Charging Study 
Devon Communities Together -  East Devon Voluntary, Community, and Social Enterprise Support Service 
has launched a new programme of free training sessions and many are still available to book now 
 
b. Items of late correspondence 
There was no late correspondence 
 
24/06/07 
ALLOTMENTS UPDATE AND ANY ACTIONS TO BE AGREED INCLUDING THE CARRYING OUT OF 
THE ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT 
The trees at the back of the allotments had still not been trimmed back by SWW, despite the trees  being 
their responsibility.  The condition of the  track which had been subjected to heavy vehicle activity by SWW 
had caused concern for an allotment holder.  However SWW had advised that the issues with the track had 
been addressed.  Cllr Walker would visit the allotments and take photographs of any parts of the track that 
were considered dangerous and e-mail them to the Clerk.  It was understood that an allotment holder would 
be doing similar.  The Clerk would then contact SWW about any outstanding issues.  Cllr Walker also very 
kindly AGREED to carry out a risk assessment of the allotments (the Clerk had provided the necessary 
paperwork for completion) 
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24/06/08 
TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATION 24/1029/AGR APPLICANT: MR & MRS TUCKER  
PROPOSAL: PROPOSED AGRICULTURAL BARN LOCATION: SEWAGE WORKS TALATON 
The Council RESOLVED to support the application as it considered  the proposed barn to be an 
improvement, sustainable and in keeping with other agricultural buildings. Proposed by Cllr Walker   and seconded 

by the Chair 
 
24/06/09 
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL`S ASSETS – TO CARRY OUT AN INSPECTION AND REPORT ANY  
REPAIRS REQUIRED AT THE NEXT MEETING 
Cllr Walker very kindly AGREED to check the Council`s assets for any necessary repairs/cleaning work 
(the Clerk had provided the necessary paperwork for  completion) 
*Cllr Peters arrived at this point 

 
24/06/10 
APPROVAL OF GIFT VOUCHER  FOR CARRYING OUT WORKS VOLUNTARILY TO THE STONE 
WALL AT ORCHARD CLOSE 
It was RESOLVED that the sum of £40 be spent on  a gift voucher for Mr J Jackson who had carried out 
the work to the stone wall on a voluntary basis. The Council  wished to show its appreciation to Mr Jackson 
for all his hard work 
 
24/06/11 
VILLAGE GREEN (THE MOOR) UPDATE RE VONEUS BROADBAND 
The Meeting  went into Confidential Session regarding Voneus issues 
 

The Clerk provided an update regarding the Council`s insurers and the referral to DAS UK Group. When 
she had further information she would report back.  
 
The Meeting then resumed Public Session 

 
It was AGREED that  the Clerk contact Voneus and reiterate that any access on the Green by Voneus 
workers must be with the consent of the Council and that the Council receives  adequate notice of any 
proposed visits (contractors had recently been spotted on site without the Council`s knowledge or consent) 
 
24/06/12 
CONFIRMATION OF REPAIRS CARRIED OUT TO THE NOTICEBOARD VOLUNTARILY (THE CHAIR 
TO ADVISE) AND GIFT PURCHASED BY THE CHAIR  UNDER THE CHAIR`S ALLOWANCE FOR THE 
VOLUNTEERS £21.75 
Parishioners Andy and Jan May had carried out an excellent job of repairing the noticeboard on a voluntary 
basis.  As a token of thanks the Chair had used her Chair`s Allowance to purchase two bottles of wine for 
Mr and Mrs May  which they were delighted with.  The Chair would check with them as to whether any 
costs were incurred for materials used, in which case the Council would reimburse them.  
 
24/06/13 
ANY OTHER VILLAGE GREEN (THE MOOR) MATTERS AND TO MAKE DECISIONS (AS REQUIRED)   
There were none 
 
24/06/14 
PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UPDATE ON ITEMS REPORTED  AND 
TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION (IF APPLICABLE) 
i.A Parishioner had sent the Clerk a video of the deluge of water coming off the fields  near Talaton Barns. 
The video  had been forwarded to councillors and Kyle at DCC . It was understood that maize had recently 
been planted in the field concerned which it was believed would not alleviate the flooding problem. There 
was also a nearby culvert which the Vice-Chair`s husband had recently cleared, but the culvert would not 
stop  the sheer force of the water coming off the field and onto the highway. There was still debris 
remaining on the road surface.  The Clerk would liaise further with Kyle about these matters. However  the 
Council was already aware that he had arranged a meeting with the land agent/tenant farmer in an attempt 
to rectify some of the issues. The Council appreciated all his efforts in trying to  deal with the many issues.  
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ii. Most of the potholes along the Escot straight had been filled, but there were still some that needed 
attention. 
 
iii.The Clerk had re-reported the water issue on the road  opposite  the Parish Hall to Kyle.  He  was of the 
view that despite SWW denying responsibility it was likely that the leak was coming from SWW apparatus. 
He further  advised that he would  continue to monitor the situation, however with limited funding DCC was 
unlikely to carry out work at this location as funding had to be prioritised. It was understood that SWW 
contractors had been seen in the vicinity recently  
 
IV.The pothole opposite  the phone box had been filled 
 
V.Potholes have been reported to DCC (at Beacon Cross to Talaton Farm Cross) which DCC has 
confirmed is on their `to do` list 
 
VI. The Clerk had reported to Kyle  the damaged  tree on the highway by the Escot straight where all the pot 

hole problems have been 
 
VII. Kyle had  been advised of the raised footpath between the steps at Orchard Close towards Beech 
House, next to the pub. The Council has raised this issue before but this time had emphasised the safety 
risk that it posed to the elderly residents of the bungalows at Orchard Close and the adjacent property 
Bankside, many of whom are disabled or with limited mobility. Since the footpath was dug up for 
infrastructure some years ago, it slopes down towards the road, making it difficult and frightening for these 
residents to use, exposing them to the risk of a fall onto the road 3-4 feet below.   
 
viii.A sign had appeared at the gated entrance to Talaton House advising of a road closure in  Sep 2023!  
The Chair and Cllr Walker had reversed the sign and requested it be collected. The matter was in hand 
 
iX.. A damaged chevron safety sign was lying on the verge of the railway bridge (as you leave Talaton 
heading to Fairmile).  This needed to be re-sited  in the correct position urgently and had already been 
reported to Kyle 
 

X.The white line at Bittery Cross had not been reinstated (crash site).  However the Clerk had referred this 
to Kyle`s predecessor some months ago and he was of the view this was low priority.  The Clerk  would 
again raise the issue with Kyle.  

XI. The `Slow` road markings at Hillside and at the top of Beacon Hill had worn away.  The Clerk to request 
of DCC  if they could be re-painted.   

XII. The Clerk to write to all Hillside residents requesting that the driver of the large lorry parked on the 
highway at weekends, be parked on the carpark available at Hillside.  The parking of the vehicle on the 
section of narrow highway was clearly  a h&s issue causing potential problems  for all vehicles travelling 
along that section road if it was to remain in situ 

XIii.A dangerous pothole had been located between Beacon Cross and New Barn Lane which the Clerk will 
report to DCC 

XiVThe ornaments on the grass verge at Newtown were causing further concern.  The Clerk advised that 
this had been considered previously by DCC who in response  had advised that the verge was not 
maintainable highway and therefore it could not do anything about the problem.  Cllr Walker agreed to take 
some photographs which she would e-mail to the Clerk and the Clerk would contact DCC again 

XV. Two small oak tree plants were growing out of the of the railway  bridge (as you leave Talaton heading 
to Fairmile).  The Clerk to contact Network Rail to deal with the matter 
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24/06/15 
TO REPORT ANY  DELEGATED DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL  
a.24/0600/lbc  Dr Rafik Taibjee - Stoney Court Talaton Exeter EX5 2RJ – Retention of re-rendering on 
north, south, east and west elevations  
The Council`s comments relayed to EDDC and which were endorsed at the meeting were:-  `The Parish 
Council strongly supports the application as the work to the building allows it to breathe thus eliminating damp that 
had built up from the previous renovation due to incorrect materials having been used. The work also ensures that 
Stoney Court maintains its historical significance and is fully in keeping with the architecture`. 
 
b.Camping at Beacon Cross – Confirmation of  the steps taken  and any further  action required by the 
Parish Council 
At the request of the Chair, the Clerk had carried out investigations to establish land owner details/identity 
of camper  etc. The Clerk was able to establish details of the landowner (who lived in Exeter) and that it 
was her daughter who was camping on the land. The landowner was unwell at the moment and unable to 
maintain the land. The daughter was camping so she was on site to cut back the vegetation.  However it 
appeared that she had now been on site in excess of 28 days, which could result in a potential  planning 
issue re environment matters eg the disposal of waste etc.  It was AGREED that the Clerk contact the lady 
simply to advise her of the potential planning issues and the fact that EDDC may become involved if they 
are made  aware of the situation from third parties 
 
24/06/16 
I.TELEPHONE BOX – TO CONSIDER FURTHER THE POSSESSORY TITLE APPLICATION AND THE  
HISTORY OF GRASS CUTTING 
The Clerk had checked old Minutes, invoices and had made contact with the former clerk and current grass 
cutting contractors to establish if there was any clear evidence that the Council over the past twelve years 
had either instructed parishioners/contractors to cut the grass and that the area on which the telephone box 
and bench were sited, had been under the Council`s sole control for the past 12 years.  The Clerk had 
prepared a schedule of the information she had obtained which had been e-mailed to councillors.  The 
Council AGREED that the evidence was insufficient and would not satisfy a possessory title application 
made to the Land Registry.  Therefore the  decision of the Council at its April 2024 meeting (to start the 
twelve year time line from that date (as its contractor would be responsible for the grass cutting of the 
area)) was reaffirmed 
 
II.  UPDATE ON THE  REPAINTING OF  THE TELEPHONE BOX  
The Chair confirmed she was on the case of trying to source someone to carry out the work on a paid basis 
 
III APPROVAL OF INVOICE FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THE SHELVES  
It was RESOLVED to approve Mr Jackson`s  invoice in the sum of £60 (Proposed by the Chair and seconded by 

Cllr Walker) 
 
IV. ANY OTHER RELATED MATTERS RE THE TELEPHONE BOX  AND TO MAKE DECISIONS 
ACCORDINGLY  
It was AGREED that an item be included on the July agenda to consider the rules that needed to be in 
place to govern the taking and replacing of books in the telephone box.  
 
It was noted that the telephone box had been added to the Council`s insurance policy 
 
24/06/17 
CO-OPTION UPDATE 
The vacancy had now been advertised as the date for 10 electors to request a poll had passed  with no 
such request having been made.  The Clerk at the meeting passed application packs to the Chair which 
she could make available to interested parties. The position had also been advertised on the website 
(where application forms could be downloaded), noticeboards, Talaton Talk and would shortly be 
advertised  in the Calendar.  The closing date for applications was 30th June as it was hoped a new 
councillor could be co-opted at the July meeting.  However the date could be extended. 
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24/06/18 
HORTON SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND-  UPDATE  
Chloe Hood – Head of Communications & Engagement at Aura Power had advised that it was anticipated 
that Talaton would  be a beneficiary of the community benefit fund, as a proportion of the development was 
within Talaton Parish. Aura were  yet to firm up the administration details, however typically this would be  
administered by the majority host parish council which was Whimple. Chloe would be in touch again in due 
course following discussions with Whimple Parish Council. The information was noted by the Council.  Cllr 
Bos also mentioned another solar farm which may benefit the parish financially (Paytherden Solar Farm) 
and this information was also noted. 
 
24/06/19 
UPDATE ON A PROPOSED  GOVERNMENT DOMAIN AND THE LATEST GOVERNMENT 
REQUIREMENTS RE THE COUNCIL`S  WEBSITE 
The Clerk had circulated the information received from Vision ICT and DALC.  However the Council was of 
the view that the ongoing costs would be too expensive for a small council to incur. It was AGREED at this 
time not to pursue further.  It was also noted that at the moment  it was not mandatory to have a 
government domain.  
  
24/06/20 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY OR DISCUSSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA  
i.Both Defibs had been checked 
 
ii.The King Charles lll portrait had now been handed to the Parish Hall Ctte who had signed a receipt 
acknowledging that the portrait was on loan and that the ownership of it remained with the Council.  It was 
understood that the portrait would be hung in the hall following redecoration. 
 
iii.Chris Rook DCC,  had advised that `The team are currently undertaking scoring of submissions, we will 

communicate directly with communities with the outcome in the coming month`. The information was received in 
response to the request for an update re the Council`s application for a 20mph speed reduction in Talaton 
 
24/06/21 
MATTERS OF URGENCY: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION 
There were no matters of urgency 
 
24/06/22 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
3rd July 2024.  The meeting would be chaired by the Vice-Chair 
 
24/06/23 
CLOSE OF MEETING 
20.50pm 
 
 

 

SIGNATURE OF THE VICE-CHAIR 
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