Minutes of the MEETING OF TALATON PARISH COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY, 3RP JULY
2024 at 7.30pm. The meeting was held at the PARISH HALL, TALATON EX5 2RG

PRESENT: - G Hawkins (Vice-Chair)* K Walker, S Wood, A Peters, R Bos, the Clerk (Mrs C Mclintyre) and
Member of the Public David Hirt

*The Vice-Chair chaired the meeting as the Chair was away

PUBLIC FIFTEEN-MINUTE OPEN FORUM
There were no matters raised

24/07/01

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Clirs P Lenehan (Chair). Apologies were received from EDDC Clir R Jefferies but these were not picked up by the
Clerk until after the meeting

24/07/02

TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF 5™ JUNE 2024 AND
TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE SAME BY THE VICE-CHAIR AS A TRUE AND CORRECT
RECORD

It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting of 5" June 2024 be approved as a true and correct
record. They were signed by the Vice-Chair Proposed by Clir Walker and seconded by Clir R Bos

24/07/03
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
There were none’

24/07/04

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 (PUBLICITY
WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BY REASON OF THE CONFIDENTIAL
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED): TO AGREE ANY ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH
AFTER THE PUBLIC AND PRESS HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED

It was agreed that Item 11 (Village Green/Voneus) be discussed in Confidential Session

24/07/05
FINANCE: CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ITEMS I =11l
i.Approval of accounts for the period 1%t — 30" June 2024 including Petty Cash

NAME OF ACCOUNT/PETTY CASH BALANCE
Community (Current) £501.66
Business Premium (Reserve) £13,539.50
Petty Cash £ 3.42

ii. Approval of the July 2024 Payment Schedule

NUMBER CHEQUE PAYEE DETAILS COST VAT TOTAL
NUMBER/
BACS
1 Bacs HMRC Income Tax June/July 79.00 79.00
2 Bacs Employee Salary June/July (Net) 316.46 316.46
3 Bacs HMRC Income Tax July/Aug payment to be 79.00 79.00
made 7th Aug
4 Bacs Employee Salary July/Aug (Net) payment to be 316.46 316.46

made 7th Aug

5 Bacs ATH Gardens Maintenance of verges 150.00 150.00
& Landscapes

6 DD Land Registry | Office Copies of land details 3.00 3.00
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7 DD Land Registry | Office Copies of land details 15.00 15.00

8 DD Land Registry | Office Copies of land details 6.00 6.00

TOTALS £958.92 £0.00 £958.92

iii. Proposed Transfer of funds (£1000) from the Business Premium to the Community Account
It was RESOLVED to approve Iltems i — iii Proposed by Clir Walker and seconded by the Vice- Chair

24/07/06

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence was noted:-

a.ltems of correspondence distributed to Councillors

DCC - Footpaths Closure Orders re Beautiful Days

DALC Bulletins

b. Items of late correspondence

EDDC - 09 August 2024 09:30 - 16:00 Local Plan Member Working Group Meeting- Ottery St Mary, West
Hill, Feniton,Tale Vale — The Clerk suggested that if any Councillor wished to attend the meeting, that they
should contact her and she would book a place

24/07/07

CO-OPTION — TO CONSIDER APPLICATIONS RECEIVED; TO CO-OPT A NEW COUNCILLOR AND
TO RECEIVE THEIR DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND TO APPROVE
EXPENDITURE FOR ON-LINE COUNCILLOR TRAINING (4 HOURLY SESSIONS @£18 PER SESSION)
David Hirt's application had been e-mailed to all Councillors (which provided information as to why David
was interested in becoming a parish councillor). It was RESOLVED to co-opt David onto the Council
(majority vote). He then took his place with the other Councillors and made his declaration of acceptance of
office. David was warmly welcomed by the Council. It was further RESOLVED that the cost of new
Councillor on-line training (£72) should be met by the Council. The Clerk would contact David in due
course to provide him with relevant information. Proposed by Clir Bos and seconded by ClIr Peters

24/07/08

COUNCILLORS REGISTER OF INTERESTS FORMS — REMINDER TO CHECK IF THEY AREUP TO
DATE AND ACTION TO TAKE, IF THEY ARE NOT

Councillors were reminded of this requirement. Clir Bos advised that he had updated his Register of
Interests form and had handed his revised form to the Clerk for processing

24/07/09

ALLOTMENTS UPDATE AND ANY ACTIONS TO BE AGREED INCLUDING AN UPDATE OF THE
ANNUAL RISK ASSESSMENT

The Clerk had recently visited the allotments and had provided a report of her findings. It was AGREED
that she should carry out the following:- i. write to plot holder 3 to request that the plot be tidied (those
areas that were not under plastic sheeting); ii contact Matt Kingdon to ask for a quote to strim plot 5 and
cover with plastic and iii write to the landlords to ask if it was possible for the water bowser which currently
had ¥ of its contents left, be moved to the far corner near Plot 6 of the allotments . She had written to
SWW to request the potholes in the track be filled and the trees on the boundary between the allotments
and the sewage treatment works be trimmed back. She had recently been contacted by a contractor
working on behalf of SWW who indicated that the tree trimming work was likely to be carried out within the
next 14 days. Cllr Walker had carried out a risk assessment of the allotments. In particular she had noted
that the pathways were clear; the trees (aforementioned) required trimming back; the water run-off from the
road was an issue re pothole in track; the fencing would require attention shortly

24/07/10

REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL'S ASSETS — UPDATE ON INSPECTION OF THE COUNCIL'S ASSETS
Clir Walker had carried out a review of the Council’'s assets and had recorded her findings but there was
little for the Council to be concerned about. The noticeboard at Newtown required the cutting back of the
vegetation but ClIr Peters had already carried this out and was thanked for his work. She had advised that
the seat on the village green required cleaning. However after some discussion it was AGREED that all
seats in the Parish should be cleaned and also treated with preservative. In addition, the telephone box
(Book Swap) still required repainting. It was AGREED that an advert be placed in the Calendar
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requesting either a volunteer (with expenses being paid) or a quote from a tradesman (who had public
liability insurance) to carry out the work. The Council owned shed was still in situ on the allotments but did
not appear to be used. It was AGREED that the Clerk advise allotment holders of its availability

The Council went into Confidential Session

24/07/11

VILLAGE GREEN (THE MOOR) — UPDATE RE VONEUS BROADBAND AND ANY OTHER MATTERS
AND TO MAKE DECISIONS (AS REQUIRED)

The Clerk provided an update with regards to the firm who was handling the Council's claim
(compensation/indemnity) and which it was agreed should continue to be pursued. The Council
RESOLVED that a site meeting be requested with Voneus to establish the depth at which the cabling had
been laid (re potential health and safety issues) and to explore an alternative re-routing option but not the
removal of the cabling. Clir Peters would be willing to meet with representatives from Voneus and for his
mobile number to be shared with them to make contact

The Council then resumed public session

24/07/12

PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UPDATE ON ITEMS REPORTED AND
TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION (IF APPLICABLE)

i.Kyle Walker (DCC Highways Office) had responded to the following issues raised by the Council:-
a. Request to re-mark the "Slow™ markings on the roads and also the road markings on the stretch of road on which
there was a serious accident
Reply "We are led by the policy in situations like this and where the policy is unambiguous there is no room for
discretion I'm afraid. | regularly get faded “slow” markings reported and in all instances, the response is the
same that they do not meet the policy for remarking as a safety defect. Markings such as this will be remarked

as part of the parish remark programme. Unfortunately | am not able to provide an update on the parish
remark’

b. Request to investigate the siting of ornaments on the verge adjoining a property at Newtown
Reply “These objects may be slightly incurring on the Highway - Do you know if anyone from the Parish has
made contact to request they be moved, or does anyone in the Parish know the contact details of the owners of
these objects?”

The Clerk had provided Kyle with relevant information and was waiting to hear back from him. In

the meantime a parishioner had written a letter to the Council advising that he considered the Council
pursuing this matter was an unnecessary aggravation to the property owner and there were many more
highway issues in the parish that the Council should be dealing with. The parishioner’s letter was noted but no
further comments were made

ii. Other DCC Matters

a. The Clerk had requested Kyle investigate the raised footpath between the steps at Orchard Close towards
Beech House, next to the pub, in view of the potential health and safety issues. The Council had raised this
before as it posed a risk to the elderly residents of the bungalows at Orchard Close and the adjacent
property ‘Bankside’, many of whom were disabled or with limited mobility. Since the footpath had been dug
up for infrastructure some years ago, it now sloped down towards the road, making it difficult and frightening
for the residents to use, exposing them to the risk of a fall onto the road 3-4 feet below.

b. The Clerk had previously reported to Kyle the damaged chevron safety sign lying on the verge of the railway
bridge (leaving Talaton heading to Fairmile). It had still not been re-sited in the correct position. The Clerk
would chase up

c. The Clerk to advise Kyle that the hedge between Beech House and the Orchard Close bungalows required
trimming back — it was leaning over, resulting in access being slightly impeded

d. DCC had confirmed that the pot holes at Talaton Cross to Beacon Cross had been added to the list of
works. It had also advised that the pothole from Beacon Cross to Larkbeare Cross would either require
further investigation or a repair actioned which would be carried out before 9" Sept

e. Lady Anne Bowles wished to report the pot holes on Rosemary Lane (the part under DCC Highways
control). The Clerk would pursue this with DCC
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iii. Other Matters

a. The replacement trees (beyond the cottages at the Beacon), had been cut down again (this was the
second lot of trees that had received this treatment!)

b. The issue of the railway bridge where small oak trees were growing out of it, had been acknowledged by
Network Rail who would deal with it but no timescale had been given

24/07/13

TO CONSIDER PARISHIONER'S REQUEST FOR SPEED CAMERAS AND POSSIBLE BIRD CULL

The Council had received a request for it to consider these two issues. However it could not legally
organise a bird cull as the bird activity appeared to be prevalent on private land and it would be a matter for
the land owner(s) to seek the requisite licence to carry out the cull. With regards to a "Community Speed
Watch’ being carried out in the village, it was RESOLVED that this should be pursued. Cllr Walker
indicated that she would be willing to co-ordinate a group if other volunteers came forward. There needed
to be four volunteers in total, and registration was an on-line process. It was further RESOLVED that the
Initiative be advertised in the Calendar with a request for volunteers to come forward and that training
would need to be undertaken by the volunteers.

24/07/14

TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON GRANTS AWARDED BY THE COUNCIL IN DECEMBER 2023

i.The Parochial Church Council ((PCC") advised that the application was for the band at the carol
singing in December and it was also very grateful for funding received for the same purpose in a previous
year

ii.Knit and Natter advised that it had used all of the grant monies and it was now using the money raised
at the "How d'ye Do to fund their projects.

iii.-Tale Valley Trust advised that the grant monies were being used with controlling the Himalayan
Balsam in the parish along the river corridor which work started on June 20th and was running until the
end of August. It was noted by the Council that the balsam was particularly dreadful this year

24/07/15
TO REPORT ANY DELEGATED DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL
There were none

24/07/16

THE TELEPHONE BOX — TO AGREE A POLICY FOR THE TAKING AND REPLACING OF BOOKS

A draft policy/rules had been prepared and e-mailed to Councillors for approval. It was RESOLVED to
approve the policy/rules. The Clerk would prepare a laminated version to display in the telephone box/book

swap
Proposed by Clir Wood and seconded by ClIr Walker

24/07/17

PAYTHERDEN SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND- UPDATE

The Clerk had obtained contact details of the benefit fund, in order to try to establish whether the Council
would benefit financially from the fund. However to date she had not received a response. She would
chase up the organisation

24/07/18
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY OR DISCUSSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA
i.Drop-in on 27" July at 10.30am; ClIr Walker would be absent

ii. The Clerk had spoken by telephone to the camper at Beacon Cross. The Clerk had explained to the
camper that to camp in excess of 28 days could result in a planning issue which she needed to be aware
of. The camper advised that she was no longer camping there; however the tent had been left due to
her partner contracting a serious illness requiring them to leave the site in a hurry. It was believed the tent
was still in situ but there was no evidence of actual camping now taking place

iii.Letters had been delivered by the Clerk to all residents of Hillside re the parking of a truck on the highway
adjacent to the Hillside properties which it was understood may have been causing some issues to road
users in view of the narrowness of the road.. The Clerk had received a number of responses from Hillside
residents, including a response from the partner of the driver of the vehicle who advised that she was
happy for her mobile phone number to be given out if at any time the truck caused an obstruction to any
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passing vehicle, whereupon she would ensure her partner moved the truck. It was also noted that a
resident was unhappy with the truck situation and also with the blue coloured car being left in the EDDC
car park for months on end. (The Council had already been advised by EDDC that “As the car is parked in
the parking area for the Hillside residents, is off the highway and isn’t an obstruction, there is very little Street Scene
would do.” The Clerk had advised the resident of EDDC’s views

iv..The Chair had provided the following information in advance of the meeting:

a. A gift voucher for James Jackson had been delivered

b. An e-mail was sent to a resident who was planning to operate a business from a shed in her garden. An
acknowledgment was received from the resident, confirming that all matters raised had been considered and
there was “nothing for the Council to be worried about”

c. Andy & Jan May were very grateful to the Council for the gift of wine in recognition of their work to repair the
notice board on The Moor. They had no expenses to claim

d. The Chair apologised in that she had made no progress in finding a decorator to re-paint the telephone box

v. Both Defibs had been checked

24/07/19

MATTERS OF URGENCY: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE VICE-CHAIR’S
DISCRETION

There were none

24/07/20
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
4th September 2024

24/07/21
CLOSE OF MEETING
8.40pm

SIGNATURE OF THE VICE-CHAIR

DATE OF SIGNATURE
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