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Minutes of the MEETING OF TALATON PARISH COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY,   
4th SEPTEMBER  2024 at 7.30pm.  The meeting was held at the PARISH HALL, TALATON EX5 
2RG 
 

PRESENT: - P Lenehan (Chair) G Hawkins (Vice-Chair) K Walker, A Peters, R Bos, D Hirt,  the Clerk (Mrs 
C McIntyre) and EDDC Cllr R Jefferies 

PUBLIC FIFTEEN-MINUTE OPEN FORUM 
EDDC Cllr R Jefferies was welcomed to the meeting.  He spoke about EDDC matters but primarily about 
the Local Plan and planning sites 
  
24/09/01 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr S Wood 
 
It was AGREED that agenda item 16 (Planning Matters) be discussed at the end of the meeting 
 
24/09/02 
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF 3rd JULY 2024 AND 
TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE SAME BY THE VICE-CHAIR AS A TRUE AND CORRECT 
RECORD   
It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting of 3rd July 2024 be approved as a true and correct 
record. They were  signed  by the Vice-Chair Proposed by Cllr Walker  and seconded by Cllr R Bos 

 
24/09/03 
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Cllr Peters had advised he had pecuniary interests in  four planning applications  (Agenda Item 16) :- 
i.Planning Application – 24/1531/FUL - Mr J Boles, Rydon Farm, Talaton. EX5 2RP – Construction of 
covered feed yard building (Cllr Peters was the tenant farmer) 
ii.Planning Application 24/1574/FUL - Mr A Peters, Parklands Farm Talaton Devon EX5 2RE - Erection of 
roofing over an existing  silage clamp (maize pit roof) 
iii.Planning Application 24/1575/FUL Mr A Peters, Parklands Farm Talaton Devon EX5 2RE – Erection of 
roofing over existing  silage pit and dung store (N/E) 
iv.Planning Application 24/1576/FUL Mr A Peters, Parklands Farm Talaton Devon EX5 2RE - Erection of 
roofing over existing  silage pit and dung store (S/W) 
 
24/09/04 
IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 (PUBLICITY 
WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BY REASON OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED): TO AGREE ANY ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH 
AFTER THE PUBLIC AND PRESS HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED 
It was AGREED that Item 10 (Village Green/Voneus) be discussed in Confidential Session 
 
24/09/05 
FINANCE: CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ITEMS I – III 
i.Approval  of accounts  for the period 1st  July – 31st August  2024 including Petty Cash 
 

NAME OF ACCOUNT/PETTY CASH BALANCE 

Community  (Current) £679.74 

Business Premium (Reserve) £12539.50 

Petty Cash £ 1.42 
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ii. Approval of the September  2024 Payment Schedule  
 
NUMBER CHEQUE 

NUMBER
/BACS 

PAYEE DETAILS COST VAT TOTAL 

1 Bacs HMRC Income Tax Aug/Sept 79.00  79.00 

2 Bacs Employee Salary Aug/Sept (Net) 316.46  316.46 

3 Bacs M Kingdom Strimming Plot 5 - Allotments 90.00  90.00 

4 Bacs ATH Gardens & 
Landscapes 

Maintenance of verges July 150.00  150.00 

5 Bacs ATH Gardens & 
Landscapes 

Maintenance of verges August 150.00  150.00 

6 Bacs Mrs C McIntyre Repayment of cost of paper 
and ink cartridges 

53.90 10.79 64.69 

7 Bacs Talaton Parish 
Hall 

Room Hiring - April - June 100.00  100.00 

                           TOTALS £939.36 £10.79 £950.15 

 
iii. Proposed Transfer of funds (£1000) from the Business  Premium to the Community Account 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve Items i – iii  Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Walker 

 
24/09/06 
CORRESPONDENCE 
The following correspondence was noted:- 
EDDC – Meeting of 9th August Local Plan Member Working Group 
EDDC – Re site selection decision making process for the emerging East Devon Local Plan -letter from EDDC Cllr 
Olive Todd  
EDDC – Met Office Community Responder Training for July – Dec 2024 
DCC – Local Flood Risk Management Strategy Newsletter 
East Devon Voluntary Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE) Free lunch and learn webinar – 21st August  and 
highlights of the 2023-24 VCSE 
East Devon VCSE Support Service – Response to recent Far right violence 
Stagecoach advising of changes to many of their services 
Peninsular Transport Strategy information 
Treeconomics  Workshop 30th July  
Network Rail Landslip info 

 
b. Items of late correspondence 
There was none 

 
24/09/07 
ALLOTMENTS UPDATE AND ANY ACTIONS TO BE AGREED  
The Clerk advised:- 
i.SWW`s contractors were carrying out tree trimming on the boundary between the allotments and the 
treatment works.  However due to the nesting of pigeons occurring, the works had had to temporarily cease 
 
ii.The water bowser had been moved onto the corner of Plot 6.  It had been filled and it was understood the 
container may be  filled  in the future but there was no guarantee of this 

 
iii. A lady who worked in the Parish (but didn`t live in the Parish) had expressed an interest  in taking on  
Plot 5.  The Council`s allotment rules stated `The Tenant shall live within the Parish of Talaton to qualify for an 

allotment.  However if there was a vacant plot and no parishioner of Talaton is awaiting an allotment then the Council 

in its absolute discretion may allocate a plot to a non parishioner`. As there was no parishioner on the waiting list 
for an allotment it was AGREED the Council offer Plot 5 (or half plot if preferred) to the lady concerned.  It 
was understood that Plot 6 was subject to being water logged and hence it was not rented out but as far as 
the Council was aware Plot 5 was not subject to this issue 
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iv.An allotment holder had requested to erect a greenhouse on her plot and photographs of the proposed 
greenhouse together with the specification had been provided by her.  However it was slightly larger than 
the Council`s allotment rules allowed.  After much discussion it was RESOLVED to amend the allotment 
rules to allow for the erection of a greenhouse on an allotment plot (no larger than a 6 ’x 8` base  (1.83m x 
2.43m base) and 6’ height  (1.83m height)).  The allotment holder to be advised accordingly. Proposed by Cllr 

Walker and seconded by the  Vice Chair 
 
24/09/08 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE – CONSIDERATION OF NEW VERSION AND (IF APPROPRIATE) 
APPROVAL OF COST  
There was much discussion which included the Clerk to investigate whether councillors could have access 
to the software and were also included under the licence 
It was RESOLVED to purchase Microsoft 365 Business Standard package at a cost of £10.30  per month 

Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Walker 

 
24/09/09 
EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL – CONSIDERATION OF:- PUBLIC SPACES AND PROTECTION 
ORDERS ( I. DOG CONTROL; II. SEASHORES AND PROMENADES AND III. CONTROL OF ANTI-
SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AND THE CONSUMPTION OF INTOXICATING SUBSTANCES IN EXMOUTH) 
AND TO SUBMIT COMMENTS TO EDDC (IF APPROPRIATE)  
The information was noted.  Councillors had no comments to make   
 
The Council went into Confidential Session 
24/09/10 
VILLAGE GREEN (THE MOOR) – UPDATE RE VONEUS BROADBAND AND ANY OTHER MATTERS 
AND TO MAKE DECISIONS (AS REQUIRED)  
All the correspondence received from Voneus; the Council`s insurers and the SLCC`s solicitor was 
considered.  After much consideration it was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Voneus and advise them of 
the following:- The Council required a stand alone indemnity (no separate wayleave agreement to be 
entered into by the Council  in view of the laying of cabling being in breach of village green legislation) and 
to seek  compensation in the amount proposed by the Council.  Proposed by the Vice-Chair    and seconded by the  

Chair 
The Council then resumed public session 

24/09/11 
PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UPDATE ON ITEMS REPORTED  AND 
TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION (IF APPLICABLE)  
i.The Chair advised that she would pursue contacting  potential tradespersons who may be willing to clean 
and treat the village seats and the repainting of telephone box, as no volunteers had come forward 
 
ii.Kyle Walker was sadly leaving his post as DCC`s  Neighbourhood Officer and instead, the Council  would 
have a replacement officer Ed Polding who would commence the role at the beginning of October.  In the 
meantime Kyle had advised of the following:- 

 
a.Raised Footpath between the steps at Orchard Close towards Beech House, next to the Talaton Inn 
The footpath did not meet any safety criteria set by Devon County Council (DCC)  therefore no immediate 
action would be taken at that time.  Utility works were supposed to have taken place several years ago 
therefore it was unlikely the utility would return to carry out any further works. It appeared that  the path had 
had a similar camber since 2009. Whilst DCC appreciated that the utility works may have had some slight 
difference to the camber it was not enough to constitute a safety defect in its current state, and therefore 
did not warrant costly intervention by DCC to amend the camber of the path. Any works to amend the 
camber of this path would be costly and disruptive due to the retaining wall, and location on a narrow road 
necessitating its closure 
 
b.Chevron Sign 
The Chevron sign has been logged and was with DCC`s contractor for repair. No exact timescale could be 
provided as defect repairs were done on a “risk rating” basis. Therefore those defects that were considered 
a higher risk (for example large potholes on a dual carriageway) would always take priority.  
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c.Hedge between Beech House and the Orchard Close bungalows 
The hedge had been cut recently 
 
d.Ornaments 
The ornaments at `The Paddocks` had been moved back from the edge of the road. 
 
iii.It was reported that there was a leak in the road opposite Orchard Close. It was thought that the drain 
may have collapsed or was on the verge of collapsing.  The matter to be reported to SWW by the Clerk  
 
24/09/12 
TO DECIDE WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CHRISTMAS EVENTS  IE CHRISTMAS TREE; CAROL 
SINGING; BAND  ETC AND THE UPDATING OF RISK ASSESSMENTS AND INCORPORATING 
INSURERS REQUIREMENTS AS NECESSARY 
The Council`s insurers requirements re the Christmas event were noted.  The Council acknowledged that if 
they purchased the tree, that they were responsible for it during the time that it was in situ; The electricity 
was supplied by the shop for the tree.  The Clerk to check with the insurers regarding the tree lights which 
would be PAT tested and would be  connected to an electrical outlet.  Members of the public would not be 
able to access the tree whilst in situ. Some members of the Council who were prepared to act as  road 
marshalls should be covered under the Council`s insurance; the brass band should have it`s own public 
liability insurance (the Clerk to check this) .  It was noted that the  carol singers were members of the 
public.  A risk assessment would need to be carried out re the event.  The Clerk advised that if the Council 
set up a committee of the Council to oversee the event then both councillors (and any members of the 
public who were committee members) would be covered under the Council`s insurance 
 
24/09/13 
GRANTS  
It was AGREED that the closing date for grant applications to be submitted, would be 31st October, for this 
year only and the grant applications decided at the November Council meeting (as the Clerk would be 
absent from the December meeting when the grants were usually determined).  She could let the usual 
grant applicants know of the revised arrangements,  and also advertise the arrangements in the Calendar 
and Talaton Talk to give applicants  time to submit their applications by the end of October. 
 
24/09/14 
UPDATE ON COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH  
Cllr Walker advised that she had passed the online training.  She confirmed that there were four volunteers 
(including herself) plus an additional two persons as reserves, involved in the Speedwatch.  Practical 
training would be arranged shortly 
 
24/09/15 
CONSIDERATION OF NEW HEDGEROW LEGISLATION  
This had been e-mailed out to councillors and noted 

 
24/09/16 
TO REPORT ANY DELEGATED DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL  
The following delegated decisions were noted:- 
i.Allotments – weed clearance costs of Plot 5  
The delegated decision was to approve the costs of £90 
 
ii.Planning Applications   
24/1446/Ful and 24/1447/LBC – Mr and Mrs R and E Buxton, Harris Farm, Talaton EX5 2RQ – 
Construction of single storey side extension following demolition of existing lean-to and boiler house  
The delegated decision was:- The plans are in keeping with the existing buildings, reusing the bricks, and 

incorporating existing internal features. Talaton Parish Council therefore supports this application on the basis that the 
proposed works will be an improvement to the building and ultimately will make better use of the building 

 
24/1414/tree – Mrs B Higgs, Beech House Talaton – Tree works to Cooper Beech   
The delegated decision was - Talaton Parish Council supports the application subject to the proposed works 
meeting the conditions of a TPO. In addition, as the tree is in a very prominent position (in the centre of the village and 
visible to everyone), it is important that it is preserved and looked after professionally to ensure that it continues to 
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grow healthily whilst minimising the impact on neighbours and the wider village population. 
 
24/09/17 
APPROVAL OF NEW FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  
It was RESOLVED to approve the new regulations  including the provision whereby the use of petty cash 
would cease wef 1st April 2025 Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Walker 

 
24/09/18 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY OR DISCUSSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA   
i.Defibs – These had both been checked by the Chair and Vice-Chair 

ii.Info from last `Drop in` on 27th July - Two parishioners advised about dog poo issues and speeding traffic 
- they suggested Vehicle Activated Sign and/or Speed Indicator Device should be installed. They  also 
suggested possible tradesman who may be able to re-paint the  telephone box.  The next Drop-In would 
take place on 26th October 

iii.Concern was expressed about a barn conversion in the village which did not appear to have had 
planning permission.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would refer the matter to EDDC for investigation 

24/09/19 
MATTERS OF URGENCY: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION 
There were none 
 
24/09/20 
PLANNING MATTERS TO INCLUDE THE CONSIDERATION OF:-  
i.Planning Application – 24/1531/FUL  
Mr J Boles, Rydon Farm, Talaton. EX5 2RP – Construction of covered feed yard building 

 
ii.Planning Application 24/1574/FUL 
Mr A Peters, Parklands Farm Talaton Devon EX5 2RE - Erection of roofing over an existing  
silage clamp (maize pit roof) 
       
iii.Planning Application 24/1575/FUL 
Mr A Peters, Parklands Farm Talaton Devon EX5 2RE - Erection of roofing over existing  
silage pit and dung store (N/E) 
     
iv.Planning Application 24/1576/FUL 
Mr A Peters, Parklands Farm Talaton Devon EX5 2RE - Erection of roofing over existing  
silage pit and dung store (S/W) 
 
Site meetings were carried out on 31st August.  The Council RESOLVED that they supported all four 
applications and agreed that the work was essential to comply with environmental requirements 
Cllr Peters left the meeting prior to the applications being discussed. 

 
24/09/21 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
2nd Oct 2024 

 
24/09/22 
CLOSE OF MEETING 
8.50pm 
 

 

SIGNATURE OF THE CHAIR 

 

 

 

DATE OF SIGNATURE 
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