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Minutes of the MEETING OF TALATON PARISH COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY,  4th 
DECEMBER  2024 at 7.30pm.  The meeting was held at the PARISH HALL, TALATON EX5 2RG 
 

PRESENT: - P Lenehan (Chair),  G Hawkins (Vice-Chair) K Walker, A Peters and D Hirt 

PUBLIC FIFTEEN-MINUTE OPEN FORUM 
There were no members of the public present 
 
24/12/01 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllrs Bos and Wood and DCC Cllr I Chubb 
 
24/12/02 
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF 6TH NOVEMBER  2024 
AND TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE SAME BY THE VICE-CHAIR AS A TRUE AND CORRECT 
RECORD   
It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting of 6th November 2024 be approved as a true and 
correct record. They were  signed  by the Vice-Chair Proposed by the Cllr Walker  and seconded by Cllr Hirt 

 
24/12/03 
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were none 
 
24/12/04 
IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 (PUBLICITY 
WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BY REASON OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED): TO AGREE ANY ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH 
AFTER THE PUBLIC AND PRESS HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED 
It was AGREED that Items 9 (Clerk Matters) and 10 (Village Green/Voneus) be discussed in Confidential 
Session 
 
24/12/05 
FINANCE: CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ITEMS I – III 
i.Approval  of accounts  for the period 1st  – 20th November  2024 including Petty Cash 
 

NAME OF ACCOUNT/PETTY CASH BALANCE 

Community  (Current) £67.24 

Business Premium (Reserve) £14,057.93 

Petty Cash £1.42         

 

ii. Approval of the December  2024 Payment Schedule 
 
NUM
BER 

CHEQUE 
NUMBE
R/BACS 

PAYEE DETAILS COST VAT TOTAL 

1 Bacs HMRC Income Tax Nov/Dec 113.60  113.60 

2 Bacs Employee Salary (Net) Nov/Dec (inc back pay April - 
Nov) 

455.02  455.02 

3 Bacs Mrs C J McIntyre Repayment of annual cost of Microsoft 365 
software (£148.32) and plastic folders 
(£7.99) 

130.27 26.04 156.31 

4 Bacs Dilly`s Florist Get well flowers 35.00  35.00 

                           TOTALS 733.89 26.04 759.93 
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iii. Proposed Transfer of funds (£1000) from the Business  Premium to the Community Account 
It was RESOLVED to approve Items i – iii  Proposed by the Chair  and seconded by the Vice Chair 

 
24/12/06 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
a.Items of Correspondence  
The Devon Wildlife Trust was offering a free landmark tree. The Council AGREED to take up the offer and 
chose a Bird Cherry variety.  A decision as to where to plant the tree would be made by the Council after 
taking delivery 
 
b.Items of late Correspondence 
There was none 
 
24/12/07 
ALLOTMENTS UPDATE - ANY ACTIONS TO BE AGREED 
There were no matters  to report or any actions to be agreed at the moment 
 
24/12/08 
TO APPROVE THE COUNCILS AMENDED GRANTS POLICY  
The Policy  had been e-mailed to councillors.  It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments. Proposed by 

the Chair  and seconded by Cllr K Walker 
 
The Council went into Confidential Session 
 
24/12/09 
CONSIDERATION OF CLERK`S HOMEWORKING ALLOWANCE; EXPENSES AND RECENT NALC 
PAY SETTLEMENT FOR CLERKS AND TO MAKE DECISIONS ACCORDINGLY 
It was RESOLVED to:- 
i.approve the Clerk`s revised hourly rate and amount of back pay 
Proposed by the Vice-Chair  and seconded by Cllr K Walker 

 
ii. approve  an  increased homework allowance for the Clerk  

Proposed by Cllr K Walker and seconded by the Vice - Chair 

 
24/12/10 
VILLAGE GREEN (THE MOOR) – UPDATE RE VONEUS BROADBAND AND TO MAKE DECISIONS 
(AS REQUIRED) 
There were no updates on this matter to report.  The Council`s  solicitors were  still awaiting an undertaking 
for costs, to enable them to proceed 
 
The Council then resumed open session 
 
24/12/11 
TO DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT TO SELL THE COUNCIL`S PROJECTOR AND, IF AGREED, TO 
DETERMINE THE SALE AMOUNT AND ANY CONDITIONS   
It was RESOLVED to:- 
Sell the Council`s Benq projector to a parishioner for £135 subject to the condition that the Council could 
still have the use of the projector on reasonable notice being given to the purchaser.  It was further 
RESOLVED that the Clerk prepare an invoice of sale 
Proposed by the Chair and seconded by the Vice-Chair 
It was also understood that the purchaser of the projector was also interested in purchasing the Celexon 
screen.  The Clerk to research second hand screen prices.  It was AGREED that the sale of the screen be 
an item for the January agenda.  The sale of the screen to be subject to the same provisions of sale as 
those relating to the projector. 
  
24/12/12 
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE   
Due to a number of Parish volunteers withdrawing their services to assist with the Community Speedwatch 
(citing possible abusive behaviour by some motorists as the reason for withdrawal) ; the Speedwatch in 
Talaton would now have to be abandoned. The Council was of the view that this was regrettable  as it had 
strongly supported the initiative but understood the reasons for withdrawal.  There was a minimum number 
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of four volunteers required for the initiative and unfortunately the remaining number of volunteers was 
insufficient   to meet that requirement.  Cllr Walker would inform the Devon and Cornwall Police of the 
decision to withdraw from the initiative and also the remaining volunteers  
 
24/12/13 
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL`S LOCALITY FUND 24-25  – TO CONSIDER (AND MAKE DECISIONS) 
ABOUT THE PROPOSED MAINTENANCE PROJECT (REPAINTING OF TELEPHONE BOX AND 
CLEANING AND TREATING OF FOUR BENCHES) TO BE PART FUNDED FROM THE  LOCALITY 
BUDGET   
It was RESOLVED to carry out the following:- 
i.To accept the quote from Tara in the sum of £860 for the repainting of the telephone box  and the treating 
of the four benches(`the Works`) 

ii,The Clerk to  process an application for Locality funding to DCC in the sum of £500 

iii.For the Council to agree to contribute the sum of £360 towards the costs of the Works 
Proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr Hirt 
 
24/12/14 
S106 FUNDING – TO CONSIDER SWW QUOTE FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A WATER PIPE AT THE 
ALLOTMENTS AND TO APPROVE IF APPROPRIATE   
A site meeting had taken place on 16th November in order for SWW to prepare a quote for the installation of 
a water pipe.  The Clerk had not received a quote to date but it was understood that the costs of the  
installation would likely far outweigh those of the S106 funding. The Clerk was also waiting to hear from 
EDDC as to whether the Council`s  7 year  lease of the allotments site met the criteria for funding. If the 
water pipe  was installed, then the Council was at liberty to recharge the allotment holders for any water 
costs (this provision was included in the tenancy agreements of all allotment holders). Positive feedback 
had been received from allotment holders regarding the proposed installation. The landlords of the 
allotment site had agreed to the installation.  Cllr Peters suggested that galvanised sheets could be sited on 
the unused Plot 6 together with water troughs, as a means of water harvesting.  This measure, together 
with the topping up of the existing IBC by SWW, may provide sufficient water without the need of having a 
water pipe installed. It was AGREED that the item be included on the January agenda for further 
consideration. 
 
24/12/15 
PLANNING MATTERS  
i.24/2103/FUL Applicant: Mr Wayne Lyness Heritage - Proposal: Installation of freestanding toilet block 
Location: Plot At Wildwood Escot Park Ottery St Mary 
The Council was disappointed that no mention had been  made in the planning application documents that 
it was a retrospective  application. The work to convert an existing outbuilding into a toilet block had been 
carried out earlier in the year and completed in May 2024. However it was noted that the new toilet block 
provided much better facilities for customers, including improved accessibility and baby changing facilities. 
The appearance of the structure blended well within the woodland background and was not overlooked by 
anyone other than users of it. In conclusion the Council  supported this application. 
Proposed by the Vice-Chair and seconded by Cllr Walker 
 

ii. Devon Country Pursuits Ltd 
It was reported that noise issues were causing concern re clay pigeon shooting at the Devon Activities 
Centre on the Escot estate due to the type of cartridges being used.  It was AGREED that the Clerk  
ascertain from EDDC whether Devon Country Pursuits Ltd had actually obtained planning consent for their 
activities and to advise of the noise issues. 
 
24/12/16 
PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND AN UPDATE ON ITEMS 
REPORTED  AND TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION (IF APPLICABLE) 
i.Cllr Peter`s had checked the grit bins near the garages at Rydon Cottages and also at Lashbrook 
Farm to see if they required topping up. He confirmed that they had sufficient quantities of sand 
 
ii.The Clerk had reported  mud on the raised footpath  around the meters opposite  1 Highridge,  to 
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both DCC and SWW 
 
iii.The Clerk had reported the leak/collapsed drain in the road at the same location (1 Highridge) to 
SWW.  However the matter had been forwarded on to DCC as it was discovered it was their 
responsibility.  DCC had subsequently dug a trench in an attempt to drain the water but this had not 
resolved the issue and the ditch looked unsightly.  The Council would monitor 
 
iv. The road from Talaton Cross to Bittery Cross, Talaton (TTRO2560402) would  be closed for two 
days from 13th -25th January 2025  

 
v. It had been discovered that two grassed areas which the Parish contractor was contracted and 
paid  to maintain, were being maintained by parishioners.  The Clerk had placed an item on  
Talaton Talk and in the Calendar to draw to the attention of parishioners the risks of diy work,  from 
an insurance perspective.  It was subsequently understood that one parishioner  would no longer 
be maintaining one of the areas (and in fact this area had been cut by the Parish Contractor 
recently) but the other parishioner  had advised that he would be continuing.  The matter to be 
referred to the Clerk for advice. 
 
vi. A large pothole on the Escot Straight  (on left as heading for Fairmile) to be reported to DCC 
 
vii. The Vice-Chair would monitor the pothole at Newtown Corner.  It was considered not deep 
enough yet to be reported to DCC 
 
viii. Cllr Hirt  reported that many roadside drains in the Parish were blocked and he enquired 
whether there was a map which showed the location of all the drains which drains he was willing to 
check for blockages.  It was AGREED that this item be included on the January agenda for further 
consideration 
 
24/12/17 
TO REPORT ANY DELEGATED DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL  
i.To purchase flowers for the Chairman - £35 
ii.  For the Clerk to register for an IT course -`How to use Microsoft 365` - £35 
iii. For £100 to be transferred from the Council`s Reserve account to its Community account 
 
24/12/18 
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY OR FOR DISCUSSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA  
i.Both Defibs had been checked   
ii. The next Drop-In  would be  25th January 2025 
iii. Hastoe Housing had advised that a property at Lees Meadow would be vacated in the next few weeks.  
If the Council was aware of any families in need of accommodation then Hastoe had asked that  the 
families be referred to  the Housing Register at East Devon DC.  However the Council did not have 
knowledge of any families requiring accommodation 
 
24/12/19 
MATTERS OF URGENCY: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION 
A local authority property in Talaton (in which a tenant had recently died) had substantial debris in the 
garden which was attracting rats.  The Chair would deal with the matter in the absence of the Clerk and 
report the matter to the relevant authority 
 
24/12/20 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
8th January 2025 
 
24/12/21 
CLOSE OF MEETING 
8.25pm 
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SIGNATURE OF THE CHAIR 

 

 

 

DATE OF SIGNATURE 

 

 

 
 


