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Minutes of the ORDINARY  MEETING OF TALATON PARISH COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY,  
1ST JULY 2026 at 7.30pm. The meeting was held at the PARISH HALL, TALATON  EX5 2RG 

 

 
PRESENT: - Cllrs G Hawkins (Chair), Cllrs D Hirt, R Bos, A Peters, S Wood and the Clerk (Mrs C 
McIntyre)   

PUBLIC FIFTEEN MINUTE OPEN FORUM  
 
26/07/01 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr K Walker; DCC Cllr Cathy Connor and EDDC Cllr Richard Jefferies  
 
26/07/02 

TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF 3rd JUNE  2026 
AND TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE MINUTES BY THE CHAIR AS A TRUE AND CORRECT 
RECORD 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting of 3rd June 2026 be approved as a true and 
correct record. They were  signed  by the Chair  
Proposed by Cllr Bos and seconded by Cllr Hirt 

 
26/07/03 

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were no declarations to declare 
 
26/07/04 

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 
(PUBLICITY WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BY REASON OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED) TO AGREE ANY ITEMS TO 
BE DEALT WITH AFTER THE PUBLIC AND PRESS HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED  
It was AGREED that Item 13 (tree trimming quote) be discussed in Confidential Session 
 
26/07/05 

FINANCE: CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ITEMS I – IV 
      i.Approval  of accounts  for the period 1st – 30th June 2026  
NAME OF ACCOUNT BALANCE 

Community  (Current) £988.18 

Business Premium (Reserve) £10,027.50 

 
      ii. Approval of the July  2026 Payment Schedule 
 

NUMBER CHEQUE 
NUMBER/

BACS 

PAYEE DETAILS COST VAT TOTAL 

1 Bacs HMRC  Income Tax - £85  and 
Employers Nat Ins £1.21 
June/July 26/27 

£86.21  £86.21 

2 Bacs Employee Salary June/July26/27 £340.10  £340.10 

3 Bacs HMRC  Income Tax - £85  and 
Employers Nat Ins £1.21 
July/Aug 26/27 

£86.21  £86.21 

4 Bacs Employee Salary July/Aug26/27 £340.10  £340.10 
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5 Bacs P Lenehan Repayment for costs of defib 
training expenses (£21.82) 
and  refreshments for Annual 
Parish Meeting (£46.45) 

£68.27  £68.27 

6 Bacs Talaton 
Parish Hall 

Hall Hire £120.00  £120.00 

                           TOTALS £1,040.89 £0.00 £1,040.89 

 
      iii. Transfer of funds to be agreed (if any) - £2000 
 
      iv. The Clerk  advised that the new bank accounts with Unity Banking had been set up but were still not 
fully functional due to further forms requiring signature and the addition of the Chair being a signatory on 
the accounts.  The Chair agreed to be the additional  signatory (resulting in her; the Vice-Chair and Cllr Hirt 
being the three signatories).However the Vice-Chair and Cllr Hirt were also duly authorised to carry out 
internet banking payments together with  the Clerk who would set  the  payments up on the system only.  
Once the forms had been signed by the three signatories then the Clerk would return them to Unity, 
whereupon it was hoped the accounts would be up and running.  In addition, the Clerk to close the bank 
accounts with Barclays once the second part of the precept had been received from EDDC.  The Clerk in 
the meantime to transfer the balances in the two Barclays accounts to the new Unity accounts. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve Items i-iv   

Proposed  by the Chair  and seconded by Cllr Peters 

 
26/07/06 

CORRESPONDENCE: (if not  listed under this item, it will be dealt with under other relevant specific agenda items) 

a.Items of Correspondence  
Email from Sally Shannon re concerns re traffic noise/potholes etc Horton Solar Farm 
Email from SWW confirming receipt of report of leak outside of `Bankside` 
Ack from Charlie Hutchings to investigate dog fouling/signage in the churchyard 
Update from Aura Power advising that second road closure order not required as works have all been completed and 
thanked the local community for their patience 
Email from DCC Cllr Cathy Connor asking if the Council required her further help re pot holes/traffic notice from solar 
traffic etc  
Email of thanks from parishioners re steps that were being taken by the Council re dog fouling in the village 
Emails from Stephen Sartain EDDC Planning Enforcement Office confirming noise from solar traffic travelling though 
the village was  being investigated 
EDDC – Code of Conduct Training 
Claire Wright – latest press release from Richard Foorde MP re fines for water companies 

 
b.Items of late Correspondence 

i.Email from Rev  Gudrun re immediate departure of the Rev Marc Kerslake 
ii. Email from Jonny Hill Route Manager - Somerset, Dorset & Devon (East of Exeter) South West 
Operations National Highways re works on A30 Axminster to Bridport 
iii. Email from Cllr Bos re traffic signage required – matter to be discussed later in the meeting 
 
All the correspondence was noted 
 
26/07/07 

TO CONSIDER COSTINGS FOR REPLACEMENT DEFIBRILLATOR PADS AND TO APPROVE AN 
ORDER FOR SPECIFIC ITEMS 
It was RESOLVED to purchase replacement adult  pads for the two defibs in the village, plus one set of 
children`s pads for the defib outside the Community Shop. The cost would be approx. £450 in total.   
Proposed  by the Cllr Hirt and seconded by Cllr Wood 

 
26/07/08 

TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON GRANTS AWARDED BY THE COUNCIL IN NOVEMBER 2025 
Nearly all the community groups which had been awarded Council grants, had provided the following 
information:- 
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Knit and Natter 
To date, Knit and Natter have spent £60 of the £150 awarded. The rest has been allocated to materials for the Christmas 
display and the Group  anticipates it will   be sufficient for that project 
 
Pat Rice 
The grant was completely spent towards the payment of the printing costs for the re-print of Lucy’s book. We were both 
very grateful for the Council`s involvement and (plug) the book is now on sale at the village shop.  Any takings are donated 
to the community shop funds 
 
PCC 
We have just ordered a new St George’s flag for the church.  With all the stormy weather we have had, the flags take a 
battering. The cost of the flag was £195.50 but the Council’s grant made a huge difference – the PCC is very grateful for the 
contribution. Hopefully everyone enjoys seeing a flag flying on the church tower and we are very grateful to Lawrence 
Wood who ensures the correct flag is flying 
 
Tale Valley Trust 
Our first balsam volunteer day was Thursday June 11 – in the rain. The TPC grant has gone towards 2 pairs of new chest 
waders for the volunteers.. The generous grant of £200 unfortunately does not quite cover the 2 pairs but is an enormous 
help. 
 
26/07/09 

DOG FOULING – UPDATE 
Mr Hutchings of the PCC had responded to the Council`s concerns of i.dog fouling and ii. the signage in the 
churchyard which it considered was not prominent enough.  All members of the PCC had been made 
aware of the Council`s concerns although Mr Hutchings  explained that fox excrement had been spotted in 
the churchyard on occasions.  Photographs of the signage `Clean Up After Your Dog` had been provided 
by the PCC.  There was much discussion.  The  Council was pleased that the PCC had taken onboard the 
Council`s concerns and it was AGREED that from time to time a notice be placed in the Calendar 
reminding dog owners  to ensure that they cleaned up after their animals if they walked them through the 
churchyard.  It was believed that the two dog bins in the village were not being emptied regularly by EDDC 
and the Clerk to contact EDDC accordingly to rectify this 
 
26/07/10 

UPDATE ON THE PARISH RECORDS AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE 
Messrs Pat Rice and Chris Harwood had submitted all the Parish`s historical documents to the Devon 
Heritage Centre.  They had made a digital copy (on a memory stick) for the retention of the Council which 
could be used by parish researchers or any village groups wanting to use items from the archive for 
display.  The memory stick was handed to the Clerk by the Chair for safe keeping. The Council very much 
appreciated all the hard work  in carrying out this much needed task which was extremely  important as it 
contained the historical records of the Parish.  It was AGREED that a note of thanks be published in the 
next edition of the Calendar to show the Council`s appreciation.   It  was further AGREED that the 
Exhibition Prints (believed to be part of an exhibition held in the Parish Hall as part of the Queen`s Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations in 2012), continue to be held  by Messrs Rice and Hardwood 
 
26/07/11 

CO-OPTION   
It was RESOLVED that Jennie Murphy be co-opted onto the Council and it was further RESOLVED that 
the DALC training costs (£48)  for new councillors be approved 
Proposed  by the Cllr Bos and seconded by Cllr Hirt 

 
26/07/12 

UPDATE ON THE CONDITION OF THE COUNCIL`S ASSETS AND TO REPORT ANY REPAIRS 
REQUIRED 
An inspection had been carried out and all the Council`s assets were found to be in  good order.  The Chair 
and Cllr Peters were thanked for all their hard work. The Chair advised that the unoccupied allotment plots 
required to be sprayed and covered in the Autumn 
 
The Council then went into Confidential Session 
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26/07/13 

THE MOOR  
 i.To consider quotes received for tree trimming work on the Moor and to appoint a contractor  
The Clerk had been advised in the past few days that extensive tree works were being carried out by 
contractors in respect of the power lines (not instructed by the Council).  Once the works had been 
completed, only then would it be known whether or not further tree works were required by the Council. If 
this was the case then the Council to instruct a contractor.  It  was RESOLVED to accept the quote of  
Woodlando (TA East Devon Tree Surgeons) and the Council to progress the works with Woodlando subject 
to the works still being outstanding, (after the power line contractors had completed their work) 
Proposed  by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Wood 

 
The meeting then resumed Public Session 
 
ii. Update on the proposed broadband connection on the Moor for the benefit of the Parish Hall and for the 
Council  to make decisions (as appropriate) re a proposed Wayleave Agreement 
Tim Walmsley, solicitor from Stephens Scown had provided an estimate of the Council`s legal costs if the 
wayleave agreement was to go ahead.  He  advised that there were  specific issues in terms of the village 
green status that would need to be considered. He also indicated that a separate agreement would be 
preferred  rather than amending the current agreement the Council had with Voneus.  The Clerk advised 
that she had not heard further from Voneus or the Parish Hall so the matter could not be progressed at this 
time. 
  
26/07/14 

CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING 
Cllr Peters; Hirt; new councillor Jennie Murphy (if she was available) and the Clerk,  would attend the  on-
line training provided by EDDC on Tuesday 21st July from 6 – 8pm 
 
26/07/15 

SOLAR FARMS UPDATE 
i. Chloe Hood Head of Communications & Engagement at Aura Power had provided the following updates:-  
i. explanations regarding vehicles travelling through the area at excessive speeds and the action Aura were 
taking and ii. Information about the timelines for the ramming of the metal piles.   
ii. The Clerk reminded councillors of the Community Benefit Meeting taking place on Tuesday 7th July at 
6.00pm  at the Parish Hall 

26/07/16 

PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UPDATE ON ITEMS REPORTED AND 
TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION 
i.Issues with vehicles using road as `rat run` adjacent to 3 High Ridge 
The Clerk had contacted ED Polding DCC`s Highways officer and Cllr Cathy Connor regarding signage to 
be erected as a matter of urgency at the entrance of the lane, to prevent larger vehicles using it, as it was 
simply too narrow for them.  It was understood that as the main road in the village was  not currently closed 
then the problem had disappeared.  However if further works were planned and the main road was to be 
shut again then signage was required.  The Clerk to chase the matter up  
 
ii.Road Repairs 
Ed Polding DCC`s Highways Officer advised that `there is a planned scheme in place for the road through 
Talaton, with patching scheduled to commence this year, followed by surface dressing next year all being 
well. This will take care of all the minor defects which do not qualify as a safety defect. It would not be 
economically viable to do any patching before this takes place, as all the defects will be patched at the 
same time under a single road closure`. 
 
iii. Phone Box  
National Grid will be carrying out disconnection works to the phone box on 20th and 21st August.  The Clerk 
was waiting to hear if the books need to be removed from the phone box prior to the work being carried out  
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iv. Leak outside Bankside -response from SWW 
SWW had confirmed that a report had been logged and it had arranged for one of its Inspectors to 
investigate. They further advised that if the leak was confirmed to be from one of its assets, they`d take the 
necessary action to carry out any repairs.  It was reported that SWW had infact been out to the leak.  They 
had dug a hole but had not resolved the issue as the leak was continuing. The Clerk to chase up 
 
v.Land adjacent to the phone box – any works required? 
At the February Council meeting it was suggested that pipe work may be necessary for the area of land, 
following SWW`s work.  However after some discussion  it was AGREED that at this time no work was 
necessary but the matter to be kept under review.  
 
vi. Unstable building  Talegarth – 
Ed Polding DCC Highways Officer had advised  of the  potentially unstable building `Talegarth` on 
Highridge road.  He had sent out a gang to close off the footpath. He stated that the situation would be re-
assessed as to whether  a full road closure was deemed necessary.  The Clerk was asked to obtain an 
update on this matter. 
  
vii Request for double yellow lines at Fairmile Junction 
ED Polding DCC Highways Officer confirmed that he had spoken to DCC Cllr  Cathy Connor and she was 
happy to support the proposal.   He would now submit the request. 
  
26/07/17 

PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning Appeal -  25/2097/OUT Outline application (with all matters reserved except for access) for the 
construction of up to 4 dwellings and creation of new access)  - Mr Cyril Emmett Land South Of Lees Farm 
Talaton 
The Clerk had advised councillors that there was nothing further for the Council  to do unless it wished to 
make amendments to its previously submitted comments to EDDC or provide additional comments.  Any 
amendments/further comments would need to be received before 22nd July by the Planning Inspectorate.  
The Council AGREED that as the Planning Inspector would consider the Council`s comments submitted to 
EDDC (as part of the Appeal process) and as the Council did not wish to add/amend the comments,  then 
there was nothing further for it to do. 
 
ii Go Kart Track at Escot Park - Devon County Pursuits - Planning Consent -21/2045/FUL 
A parishioner had emailed the Clerk asking about the proposed screening of the go cart area at Escot, 
which was not in situ and was one of the planning conditions stated in the approval.  The Clerk would be 
willing to contact the EDDC Enforcement Officer on the parishioner`s behalf if desired,  to chase the matter 
up subject to receiving her consent.  
 
26/07/18 

TO REPORT ON ANY DELEGATED DECISIONS (INCLUDING PLANNING) 
There were none 
 
26/07/19 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – TO CONSIDER ANY EXISITING POLICIES THAT REQUIRE REVIEW 
There were none to review at this time 
 
26/07/20 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY (TO INCLUDE DEFIBS AND REMINDER OF NEXT  DROP-IN) OR 
FOR DISCUSSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA  
The Chair and Cllr Bos confirmed that both defibs had been checked and were in good order 
 
26/07/21 

MATTERS OF URGENCY: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION 
The Chair had been consulted by a parishioner with regards to the Council`s view to the proposed erection 
of a shed on his property.  As the Council was a consultee only in respect of planning applications, the 
Chair had advised the parishioner that he should speak to EDDC`s Planning Officer for pre-application 
advice prior to submitting any required planning  application, as it was not in the Council`s remit to give this 
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advice  
 
26/07/22 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
2nd September – Cllr Wood gave her apologies for the September meeting 
 
26/07/23 

CLOSE OF MEETING 
20.33 
 

 

SIGNATURE OF THE CHAIR 

 

 

 

DATE OF SIGNATURE 

 

 

 


