


               TALATON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ORDINARY  MEETING OF TALATON PARISH COUNCIL held on WEDNESDAY,  2ND SEPTEMBER  2026 at 7.30pm. The meeting was held at the PARISH HALL, TALATON  EX5 2RG


[bookmark: _Hlk139618711][bookmark: _Hlk139618958]PRESENT: - Cllrs G Hawkins (Chair), Cllr Walker (Vice-Chair), Cllrs D Hirt, R Bos, J Murphy,  A Peters, and the Clerk (Mrs C McIntyre)  
PUBLIC FIFTEEN MINUTE OPEN FORUM 
[bookmark: _Hlk218772209]There were no members of the public present

26/09/01
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr S Wood and EDDC Cllr Richard Jefferies 

26/09/02
Cllr Jennie Murphy had recently been co-opted onto the Council and was warmly welcomed to her first Council meeting.  Cllr Murphy had made her declaration of acceptance of office in the presence of the Clerk previously.  EDDC had been advised of Cllr Murphy`s co-option 

26/09/03
TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF 1ST JULY 2026 AND TO APPROVE THE SIGNING OF THE MINUTES BY THE CHAIR AS A TRUE AND CORRECT RECORD
It was RESOLVED that the minutes from the meeting of 1st July 2026 be approved as a true and correct record. They were  signed  by the Chair 
[bookmark: _Hlk165624589]Proposed by the Vice-Chair  and seconded by Cllr Hirt

26/09/04
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PECUNIARY INTERESTS OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
There were no declarations to declare

26/09/05
IN CONSIDERATION OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 (PUBLICITY WOULD BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE PUBLIC INTEREST BY REASON OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED) TO AGREE ANY ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH AFTER THE PUBLIC AND PRESS HAVE BEEN EXCLUDED 
There were none

26/09/06
FINANCE: CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF ITEMS i-iii
      i.Approval  of accounts  for the period 1st July – 31st August  2026 
	NAME OF ACCOUNT
	BALANCE

	Current (Unity)
	£1,518.98

	Savings (Barclays and Unity) 
	£8,027.50



[bookmark: _Hlk135975952]     








 ii. Approval of the September  2026 Payment Schedule

	NUMBER
	CHEQUE NUMBER/BACS
	PAYEE
	DETAILS
	COST
	VAT
	TOTAL

	1
	DD
	Unity Bank
	July Bank Service Charge
	3.50
	 
	3.50

	2
	Bacs
	HMRC 
	Income Tax - £85  and Employers Nat Ins £1.21 Aug/Sept26/27  (paid in Aug in error - should have been paid in Sept)
	86.21
	 
	86.21

	3
	Bacs
	Employee
	Salary Aug/Sept 26/27 (paid in Aug in error - should have be paid in Sept) 
	340.10
	 
	340.10

	4
	Bacs
	DALC
	Training Course - the Chair
	30.00
	6.00
	36.00

	5
	Bacs
	ATH  Gardens & Landscapes
	Grass Cutting 13th June & 11th July
	330.00
	 
	330.00

	6
	Bacs
	Mrs C McIntyre
	Repayment of costs of folders for filing; A4 plastic files; 4 x ink cartridges; notebooks and 3 replacement defib pads 
	448.26
	89.65
	537.91

	7
	Bacs
	EDDC
	Cost of emptying dog bins 26/27
	442.00
	88.40
	530.40

	8
	Bacs
	HMRC 
	Income Tax - £85  and Employers Nat Ins £1.21 Sept/Oct 26/27 (to be paid in Oct)
	86.21
	 
	86.21

	9
	Bacs
	Employee
	Salary Sept/Oct 26/27 (to be paid in Oct)
	340.10
	 
	340.10

	10
	DD
	Unity Bank
	Aug  Bank Service Charge
	7.00
	 
	7.00

	 
	 
	 
	                                                 TOTALS
	£2113.38
	£184.05
	2297.43




      iii. Transfer of funds to be agreed (if any) - £2500

      iv. Bank Statements for the month ending 31st August 2026 - The statements were in respect of the current account with Unity and the savings accounts with Unity and Barclays.  The savings account with Barclays will be closed shortly (once the precept monies from EDDC had been received) and then the Council  will have 1 x savings account and 1 x current account with Unity,  as the two accounts with Barclays will have been closed.  This information was noted by the Council

[bookmark: _Hlk161042728][bookmark: _Hlk200049578]It was RESOLVED to approve Items i-iii  
Proposed  by the Chair  and seconded by the Vice-Chair

26/09/07
CORRESPONDENCE: (if not  listed under this item, it will be dealt with under other relevant specific agenda items)
a.Items of Correspondence 
i.OSMTC applying to become the UK Town of Culture in 2027
ii.Letter from Rev Marc Kerslake
iii.Email from Ed Polding re signage in Talaton 
iv. Emails from Claire Wright re matters Richard Foorde MP is involved in
a.Items of Correspondence (contd)
v. EDDC – Code of Conduct Info
vi Email from Parishioner re parking issues at Hillside. The Council requested the Clerk place an article in the Calendar about the issue asking that persons parking on the pavement cease doing so in view of pedestrians being obstructed.
vii DCC Cllr Cathy Connor had sent in her monthly report which was noted.  Cllr Bos mentioned that Cllr Connor was intending to become a Road Warden but she would need volunteers to assist with fixing potholes etc. She had advised that `the scheme was not a substitute for Devon County Council properly funding and maintaining its highway network. Volunteers should not be expected to take responsibility for dangerous defects, structural failures, or work that ought to be completed professionally. However, it would  provide communities with another tool for dealing with smaller problems. It may also allow us to prevent minor surface damage becoming a much larger and more expensive repair`.

b.Items of late Correspondence
There was none

All the correspondence was noted

26/09/08
EARLY CONSIDERATION OF ATTENDEE FOR BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY
No request  was made for a representative of the Council (to be considered in the ballot conducted by  DALC) to be  an attendee at the Garden Party in 2027.  However the matter would be raised again in 2027 when nominations would be requested by DALC.

26/09/09
THE MOOR – UPDATE ON TREE TRIMMING WORK AND ANY OTHER MATTERS AND TO MAKE DECISIONS AS APPROPRIATE
Wayleave Agreement between Voneus and the Council
There had been an exchange of correspondence between the Clerk and a representative from the  Parish Hall which had been circulated to all councillors requesting that the Council enter into a wayleave agreement with Voneus.  The Clerk had explained to the representative   that she had advised the Council not to enter into any legal agreement with Voneus without proper legal advice having been obtained in the first instance,  in view of the proposed works crossing the Moor which was subject to various Village Green legislative restrictions.  There was also the issue of responsibility for payment of the Council`s legal fees.  It was also understood that Voneus did not wish to communicate with the Council but still required the Council to enter into an agreement with it.  The Clerk advised there has been no further communication received from Voneus or a representative from the Parish Hall  since July

Tree Trimming
The Clerk had not heard anything further from Hi-Line as to when they could carry out the tree trimming work on the Moor.  It was AGREED that the Clerk contact Woodlando Ltd to carry out the work on the Moor as soon as convenient.  It was noted that their quote had been accepted by the Council previously

26/09/10
CODE OF CONDUCT TRAINING REVIEW  
The Clerk and a number of councillors had attended the training organised by EDDC.  The Clerk was thanked for circulating the information about the training to all councillors.  It was AGREED that it was important that councillors were reminded of their obligations under the Code from time to time

26/09/11
SOLAR FARMS UPDATE INCLUDING HORTON SOLAR FARM COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND
Community Benefit Fund
Councillors had received correspondence about the fund from Chloe Hood from Aura Power and also Clyst Hydon`s views on the Fund..  Chloe had outlined how it was intended the Fund would work and how the monies would be distributed.  Clyst Hydon Parish Council  was of the view that individual agreements between the developer and each parish council should be entered into rather than a central fund being set up.   The Council AGREED that it would raise pertinent points about the funding distribution etc at the next meeting organised by Aura Power


Signage
It was noted that there had been an increase in the number of signs advertising the location of the Solar Farm which was an improvement on the previous situation.  However issues continued with the escorts which were being used.  The Council was of the view that they should be at least ¼ mile in front of the lorries.  Currently the escorts were too close. In addition  there should be a means of indicating to pedestrians/vehicles etc, by the escorts,  how many vehicles were coming through the village 

26/09/12
UPDATE ON ELECTRICITY DISCONNECTION WORK AT THE TELEPHONE KIOSK (MINI LIBRARY)
It was noted that the National Grid had completed the work in August.  Npower who supplied the electricity had advised that when the National Grid informed it of the disconnection, the Council`s account would  be closed. It was AGREED that the Clerk place a notice in the Calendar asking if there was anyone  available in the village who would be able to carry out a minor repair to the kiosk door to ensure it shut properly.  Currently as the door was not closing properly (it was slightly ajar) it  was  resulting in damp getting into the books.  The Chair had removed the books that had been placed on the floor of the kiosk and would dispose of them shortly.  It would also be useful if parishioners  could come forward to confirm if they actually used the phone box library to see whether it was well used (or not).  This could also be mentioned in the notice to be prepared by the Clerk

26/09/13
UPDATE ON THE EMPTYING OF DOG BINS
Concern had been expressed by the Council previously that EDDC had not been emptying the dog bins regularly.   However EDDC disputed this. They were of the view that  `The main issue appears to be the bins becoming overfilled, partly because they are also being used for litter. Given their limited capacity, this can quickly fill the bins and lead to them overflowing`. The Council understood that the emptying of the bins had improved since it had made its complaint

26/09/14
PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UPDATE ON ITEMS REPORTED AND TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION
Consideration of permanent signage at both ends of road off Highridge;
A parishioner had requested signage at both ends of Highridge which would indicate that  the road was unsuitable for large vehicles/HGVS.   It was AGREED that the Clerk contact DCC Cllr Connor  to request signage at this location

DCC - Road Closure Orders
i.Road from Talaton Farm Cross to Fairmile – 1st – 5th September.  It was understood the works had been completed and the road had now re-opened
ii.Roman Road, Talaton - 1 day 26th October

Orchard Close Wall 
DCC advised `This was inspected by the Neighbourhood Highway Officer. There is no structural damage to the wall so there will be no further action here at this time`.

4 Hillside Property Update
Rachel Wall Housing Officer EDDC advised `This property is currently with the Voids Team. Due to the extensive works required to bring the property back up to the required standard, we may need to consider alternative options`. The Clerk had contacted EDDC enquiring as to what the `alternative options` were likely to be but had not received a response.  She would chase this matter up 

Grounds maintenance update; 
The Grounds Maintenance contractor  had advised `Please note due to the incredibly dry weather I will not be cutting the grass this August. I will therefore cut the grass in early October I think this will also benefit the grass as the growing season is becoming longer. The Council noted the information received from the contractor and AGREED to his proposed course of action`



Consideration of speed reduction signs at Dulford; 
The Council  considered previously to having speed reduction signs similar to those in Dulford which were eye catching and  which may be helpful in persuading motorists to reduce their speed. The Clerk had contacted the Dulford Clerk about the signs only to be advised `Those signs were made by some erstwhile Dulford residents with access to printing facilities. Sadly they have moved away and are not in touch anymore. However the images on them came from the "20 is Plenty" campaign, I believe`. The Council noted this information

Damaged Grit Bin at Talewater  Hill update;  
The damaged grit bin at Talewater Hill had  been reported and noted by DCC

Other matters
i.Pothole/water leak outside Bankside – reported again to SWW  Glendinning had filled in potholes with tarmac on top of water leaks.  The Clerk had reported this issue to SWW 
ii.A post attached to the chain link fence adjacent to Orchard Close was leaning precariously.  In addition the nearby wall had substantial vegetation and saplings growing out the stonework.  The Clerk would report these matters to DCC
iii. The Chair would speak to the relevant person re the towing  away zone used in connection with  Beautiful Days 

26/09/15
PLANNING MATTERS
i.Update re planning condition for screening re App 21/2045/FUL Go Kart Track at Escot Park - Devon County Pursuits 
A complaint was raised by a parishioner that the screening of trees (a planning condition) had not materialised.  The Clerk contacted EDDC`s Enforcement Officer who advised:- I have checked this application and they were supposed to submit a revised landscaping plan back in the winter,  (Condition 2), this to be taken forward during the first full planting season, which wouldn’t be until September onwards of this year.  I have therefore emailed the agent to chase up the new landscaping plan, so that we can hopefully still get the new hedges/trees etc planted in the timescale specified.

ii.Consideration of Protocol for site meetings and advice from DALC
Councillors had been forwarded an extract from the Council`s Planning Policy re site visits and advice from DALC. The CEO  of DALC  was of the view  that site visits were not something that was  recommended. She advised:- There can also be concerns about predetermination/conduct/public perception, as well as concerns about whether an applicant might feel that they would be disadvantaged if they rejected a site visit. However she was of the view that  the Council`s Protocol (in the Planning Policy) re site visits was very good.  She suggested that if the site visits were to continue that they were limited to a small number of councillors, who could then report back (as long as it was very clear that the visit was purely a fact-finding mission).  After some discussion it was RESOLVED that the Council continue with site meetings in relation to planning applications. Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr Peters.  
It was also AGREED that the Protocol for site meetings be sent out by the Clerk to councillors each time there was a site meeting

iii. New National Planning Policy Framework 
Councillors had received the updates sent by Ed Freeman – EDDC.  They were noted.
26/09/16
TO REPORT ON ANY DELEGATED DECISIONS (INCLUDING PLANNING)
The following delegated decisions made by the Council were noted and submitted to EDDC:-
i.Application Number: 26/1347/FUL
Applicants:- Mr and Mrs Bret and Olivia Clark 
Proposal: Ground floor extension and internal alteration
Location  1 The Linhay Talaton Exeter EX5
The Council`s comments were:- 
`Talaton Parish Council supports the proposal, as there would be no significant adverse impact on neighbouring amenity (the quality of life, privacy, and living conditions enjoyed by residents in a nearby property); the proposed design is consistent with the existing building, and there would be the community benefit of enabling a local family to remain in the village`. For information - there was one concern/objection by a parish councillor  regarding proximity and character


ii.Application Number: 26/1315/FUL
Applicants:- Mr D & O Sargeant & Kennaway
Proposal: Proposal: Proposed demolition of the existing buildings and replacement  with one dwelling, in lieu of the existing Prior Approval consent Prior approval (ClassQ) for a change of use of 1no. Agricultural barn to 2no dwellinghouses (use Class C3) 
Location: Barn South Of New Barn Farmhouse Talaton
The Council`s comments were:- 
`We are in support of this planned development which will allow a young couple to return to the village`. 

29/09/17
REQUEST FROM PARISHIONER TO BORROW MEMORY STICK ON WHICH PARISH RECORDS ARE STORED
Tom Samson wished to borrow the memory stick.  The Council AGREED he could borrow it.  An acceptance form would be required to be completed by him.  Cllr Bos  would liaise with Tom about the hand over and return of the memory stick. It was further AGREED that the Council should keep an additional spare stick.

29/09/18
ALLOTMENT – UPDATE AND ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR CONSIDERATION
i. Legionnaires Disease
Information had been sent to all councillors regarding legionnaires disease.  An issue had arisen regarding an allotment plot holder (in Mid Devon) contracting legionnaires, suspected from bagged compost (bought from a garden centre).  It was AGREED that the Clerk contact allotment holders and advise them of the situation and for them to take appropriate steps as recommended by the  UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA).  In addition amendments  be made to the Council`s Allotment Rules accordingly .  

The Intermediate Bulk Container situated on  unused Plot 6 which contained water for the use of allotment holders, was of a design which made it difficult to clean internally.  The Clerk would look into this matter further and report back

ii. Vacant Allotment Plots
The Clerk advised that it was likely by the end of the year that a further two half plots would be vacated leaving half the allotment plots unoccupied.  It was AGREED that once the plots were vacated that they be strimmed and then covered with black plastic.  The Clerk would arrange for a quote to be obtained for this work to be carried out
 
29/09/19
UPDATE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION AND ASSOCIATED MATTERS
Information had been emailed to councillors about the changes. Talaton was intended to be part of Devon Council.  However the PM had indicated recently that  the proposed new councils for Devon may be reconsidered. Talaton would  be in the  Feniton and Tale Vale Ward and would have one councillor

29/09/20
LOWER LAYER SUPER OUTPUT AREA 
It was AGREED that  `E01019962 -East Devon 004F-Whimple, Talaton and surrounding areas` was acceptable as a description of the area and the information would be relayed back to EDDC
 
29/09/21
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES – TO CONSIDER ANY EXISTING POLICIES THAT REQUIRE REVIEW
There were none  to consider






       
29/09/22
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION ONLY (TO INCLUDE DEFIBS; UPDATE FROM THE CALENDAR RE GRANT RECEIVED FROM THE COUNCIL  AND ANY MATTERS RAISED AT JULY DROP-IN) OR FOR DISCUSSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA 

i.Accident  Bittery Cross – it was believed that  the accident had happened due to there being  no line markings

ii. New pads had been purchased for both defibrillators.  The Newtown defib and been checked and was found to be in working order.  The Community Shop defib would be checked asap and the Clerk contacted regarding the result.

iii.Due to IT issues the Chair had been unable to participate in the on-line  Chair`s training,  organised by DALC recently

iv.Drop In - Three parishioners attended – matters discussed – speeding lorries going to and from solar farm;  issues with the solar farm marshalls; insufficient signage; speeding traffic going through the village; the condition  of one of the council houses at Hillside; allotment tenant giving verbal notice that she intended to give up her allotment; problems with noisy rooks

v.Email from Calendar re their 25/26 grant 
The Clerk had received the following information from the Calendar re their grant from the Council `The monies were consumed in the operations to maintain the Calendar in its current format.  We had a couple of donations as well, but these are not always regular and without them we would be heading for difficulties. Printing costs are not within our control and are the biggest cost`.

vi.Sarah Elghady EDDC`s Cultural Producer Communications, Culture and Marketing had requested information about the Parish`s cultural assets.  The Clerk had advised her of a number of assets.  However it was AGREED that the following also needed to be included:-
Beautiful Days; the Village BBQ;  Talaton Open Gardens; Village Day; Talaton Wassail; Knit and Natter
Robots; Church Toddler Group; Various dance classes in the pub 

vii. The Clerk advised that all the usual grant applicants had now been contacted and reminded  to apply for a 26/27 grant.  The closing date was 31st October and applications would be considered at the November PC Meeting.  The grant provision  was advertised on the website, social media as well as the noticeboards in order to attract other organisations who may be interested in submitting an application

29/09/23
MATTERS OF URGENCY: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE CHAIR’S DISCRETION
There were none

29/09/24
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
7th Oct 2026

29/09/25
CLOSE OF MEETING 
8.45pm

	
SIGNATURE OF THE CHAIR
	



	DATE OF SIGNATURE
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