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th
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November issue is 10

th
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Editorial 

Glorious long hot summers days, remembered from our childhoods, so 
nice to have such a summer, but many don’t agree, the heat can be op-
pressive and no rain…  That’ll come! I recall at the end of the 1976 
heatwave, we seemed to have rain till Christmas! 
 
The front cover last month (subtitled Usual Suspects) missed a credit to 
my wife Suzie, and this months cover is from the same source.  There 
are 11 butterflies in the original picture, so hope the cropping has re-
tained most of them. They are Gatekeepers. 
 
The Calendar included a 20mph poster as perhaps a desire, but the lim-
it is not in place.  A report mentioned 20mph speed limits in Dulford 
had been removed, they haven’t and are still there.  
 
I would like to welcome a new distributer for the Beacon cross to Fair-
mile deliveries for the Calendar, Melissa Turton from the Mill. 
 
And finally Pam Stocking is now living near her daughter out of the vil-
lage.  She, Don and the family spent some 45 years in their house on 
Woodmans Orchard, being the first to move into the estate, when it 
was a muddy mess! We remember it well as we owned Stevens Cot-
tage at that time.  All the very best Pam. 
 
 

Simon Spencer 
simons@talatoncalendar.com 
Editor 

mailto:simons@talatoncalendar.com


Email: arnie@talatoncalendar.com (Text copy) - Tel : 07887 500779 

Email simons@talatoncalendar.com (Editorial & Advertising) - Tel : 07973 653758 

Talaton Calendar Contact us 

Talaton Neighbourhood Watch Contacts. 
See our page on the parish website for terms of reference, 

recent appeals and lots of useful web links. 
 

Farm co-ordinator:  Anywhere across Talaton Parish 
 

Andrea Down    Tel: 01404 823042 
 

Central: Talaton Inn to Harris Farm, up to The Forge House and back to the Inn: 
 

Jan/Andy May    Tel: 01404 822526  \  talatonnhw@gmail.com 
 

Woodmans Orchard and Orchard Hill:  
 

Sandra Deacon    Tel: 01404 822300 
 

West end: Stoney Court to Lower Westcott Farm: 
 

Jan/Andy May    Tel: 01404 822526  \  talatonnhw@gmail.com 
 

The Moor Talaton House to Laurel Cottage:  
 

Chris Harwood    Tel: 07709 080439 
 

Newtown: Moorhayes Court to Railway Cottages: 
 

Helen/John Reeves   Tel 07501 172012  \  NewtownNHwatch@gmail.com  
 

Lashbrook Road, Rydon Farm to Ivy Cottages: 
 

Sarah/Laurence Wood Tel    Tel: 07756 957452 
 

Talewater Hill farm to river Tale:  
 

Sarah/Laurence Wood   Tel: 07756 957452 
 

Escot Beacon Cottages to Fairmile:  
 

Carol & Mike Needham   Email: tnhw.escot@yahoo.com 
 

Larkbeare: Beacon Cross to Larkbeare Grange: 
 

Julia & Charlie Hutchings   Tel: 07762 574915 
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Please find below the list of names and telephone numbers of 
your current Parish Councillors for Talaton together with con-
tact details for the Parish Clerk; County Councillor; District 
Councillor and MP 
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St James the Great 11am  Refreshments from 10.30am 
11am   Refreshments from 10.30am 

All the services at the other churches in the Benefice are displayed 

Do come and enjoy tea/coffee , cake and biscuits, but most 



______________________Page 7 

 

River Tale – Water Quality Monitoring 
 

The Tale Valley Trust is a community charity for the river corridor. During 
summer, we organise volunteers – groups and individuals, to remove 
Himalayan balsam, a non-indigenous, highly invasive weed from the 
riverbanks. Please get in touch if you would like to experience a day in the 
river helping.  
 

More year round, we would love to create a group of volunteers interested 
in citizen science. In particular, water testing. We all know the shocking 
state of river water across the UK, and often we know why. But data is key, 
and regular data collected year-round is invaluable. 
 

This task involves sampling the water at least once a month by measuring 
the temperature, total dissolved solids and turbidity of the water. The nec-
essary equipment is sent out to you by the Westcountry Rivers Trust  
https://wrt.org.uk once you register as a volunteer through its Citizen Sci-
ence Investigations project by clicking this link - https://wrt.org.uk/
westcountry-csi/ Broadhembury Parish already have a group in action in 
the upper Tale. Let’s fill in the gaps in the Talaton and Payhembury parish-
es. Please email Mish Kennaway at talevalleytrustdevon@gmail.com or 
text/WhatsApp Chris Keen on 07818 003416 

https://wrt.org.uk
https://wrt.org.uk/westcountry-csi/
https://wrt.org.uk/westcountry-csi/
mailto:talevalleytrustdevon@gmail.com
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Tel: 01404 823550  Mobile: 07880 797613  www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk 

Car, Light Commercial, Servicing, 
Pre-MOT’s, Bodywork. 

2 Silverleigh 
Talaton 
Exeter 
EX5 2RB 
01404 822784 

Talewater Works 
Talaton 
Exeter 

EX5 2RT 
01404 851043 
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01404 812233 

www.fairmilecattery.co.uk 

A Warm Welcome Awaits 

• Visit & appreciate both the 
superior facilities and the 
quality service we provide 
& see why our customers 
keep returning to us! 

 

• Don’t forget to keep your 
cat’s vaccinations up to 

date - check now! 
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Advertisements 



______________________Page 12 

 

PLEASE FILL THIS SPACE 
  

Do you want to advertise in the Calendar? 
  

If so please contact the Editor 
  

Annual rates are for this Half page is 
£120 for a year 

  

By advertising you are helping The Calendar to maintain its 
quality and its service to the Community 

  

Good value considering there are 275 Monthly copies  
delivered free of charge through every letter box in the Parish. 
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Talaton Garden Club 

Thanks to all those who have renewed your membership and if you haven’t al-
ready renewed your membership or would like to join then please can you give 
the subscription to either Kathy Gray or Alan Franklin. The cost remains at £5 
per household. 
 
The July meeting was the Garden Social hosted by Peppi Shaw at Keepers Cot-
tage and attended by 22 members. It was a very enjoyable evening with lots of 
talking, eating, drinking and looking around the wonderful garden. 
 
Our next event will be our Annual Show on Saturday 1st August at Talaton Parish 
Hall.  
Come along from 3.30pm to see the variety of flowers, plants, fruit and vegeta-
bles which are grown, and the range of cakes, jam and other food and drink 
which are made in our village.  The Children’s section is also an opportunity for 
our younger residents to demonstrate their creativity. Tea and cake will be served 
and there will be a raffle.  
 
Annual Show – Photography section 
The photography section of our Annual Show on Saturday 1st August this year 
will be ‘Talaton Church’. Entries must be a photo print, size not to exceed 
18x13cms. It can be colour or black and white.  Open to all from 6 to 106yrs. 
 
The remaining programme for 2026 is as follows: 
 

Sat 1st August – Produce Show 

Mon 7th September - Chris Trimmer - Propagation 

Mon 5th October - Gardeners Question time 

Fri 30th October - Pumpkin Competition 

Mon 2nd November - AGM with Speaker 

Sat 5th December - How d’ye Do 
 

 
Happy gardening! 
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Talaton Knit and Natter 
 

Talaton Knit and Natter is a relaxed and friendly group that 
meets once a fortnight, alternating between Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. We gather at the Talaton Inn from 11 o’clock 
to enjoy good company, conversation, and plenty of knitting, 
crafting, and creativity. We work on projects to decorate the 
village and to support charities. 
 
All crafts are welcome, so whether you knit, crochet, sew, 
embroider, or enjoy another craft, you’ll be sure to fit right 
in. 
 

Our upcoming meeting dates are: 

• Wednesday 8th July 
• Thursday 23rd July 
• Wednesday 5th August 
• Thursday 20th August 
 

New members are always welcome — whether you’re an ex-
perienced crafter or just starting out, or just want to meet 
for friendly chat. 
 
For more information: 
Facebook: Talaton Knit and Natter 
Email: moorbrookmakes@outlook.com 
Phone: 07894 686801 
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Bilingual Family Theatre for Deaf and Hearing 
Audiences Comes to Libraries 

 

Families across Devon are invited to discover the magic of stories this summer as ‘The 
Librarians’, an enchanting bilingual theatre show for Deaf and hearing audiences, tours 
seven libraries across the county between 28 and 31 July.  Supported by Arts Council 
England as part of the National Year of Reading, the intimate performances com-
bine British Sign Language (BSL) and spoken English to create a joyful, accessible expe-
rience for children aged 4–9 years and their families. 
 

Created by award-winning touring theatre company Helen and John, with performer 
Alex Nowak, ‘The Librarians’ introduces audiences to the delightfully eccentric Miss 
Book and Mr Page. Through inventive visual theatre, physical comedy, and imaginative 
storytelling, the show celebrates the joy of books, creativity, and reading for pleasure. 
 

Alex Kittow, Chief Executive at Libraries Unlimited, said:  "At Libraries Unlimited, we 
believe everyone should be able to experience the joy of stories.  ‘The Librarians’ is a 
brilliant example of how creativity can bring people together, offering a truly inclusive 
award-winning theatre experience for Deaf and hearing children and their families. We 
are delighted to welcome the show to libraries across Devon, creating opportunities for 
families to enjoy high-quality cultural experiences in welcoming accessible spaces where 
everyone feels like they belong. We hope it inspires a lifelong love of reading, imagina-
tion and creativity for all." 
 

Councillor Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin, Devon County Council Cabinet Member for Libraries, 
added:  "Our libraries are places where everyone should feel welcome. This wonderful 
show brings stories to life in a way that can be enjoyed by Deaf and hearing children 
together. It’s a great example of how libraries can inspire imagination, bring communi-
ties together and help more children discover a love of reading." 
 

Performance dates: 
 

Tuesday 28 July – 2.00pm, Cullompton Library  
Wednesday 29 July – 10.00am, Sidmouth Library 
Wednesday 29 July – 2.00pm, Exmouth Library 
Thursday 30 July – 11.00am, Combe Martin Library 
Thursday 30 July – 2.30pm, Braunton Library 
Friday 31 July – 10.00am, Newton Abbot Library 
Friday 31 July – 2.00pm, Paignton Library 

 

Families can watch the trailer here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pfHVnH9g_Y 
Devon performances form part of a national tour, bringing high-quality theatre directly 
into community spaces and encouraging children to discover the power of imagination 
through live performances. 
 

To find out more visit our Libraries Unlimited Ticketsource page or visit the Libraries 
Unlimited website. 

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/about-us/national-year-of-reading-2026/
http://helenandjohn.co.uk/
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/cullompton-library
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/sidmouth-library#/
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/exmouth-library#/
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/combe-martin-library#/
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/braunton-library#/?location=Braunton%20Library
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/newton-abbot-library#/
https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/-/paignton-library#/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pfHVnH9g_Y
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.ticketsource.com%2flibrariesunlimited%3futm_source%3dchatgpt.com&c=E,1,jMPPSw-2ZNYMSpP8HkvSuD15jcnSxAPyvRto5fDrhIQ4j-4is2b4kC6T_phJcNSmu1D_gcZdA15cZBti9pMm1wDiaSJuhKtWAks3K6Rnr2M4uYxOjg,,&typo=1
https://www.librariesunlimited.org.uk/


The following are some of the items extracted from the minutes but a full 
copy of the minutes may be viewed on both Parish Noticeboards and on 
the Parish Web site www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk 

TO CONSIDER COSTINGS FOR REPLACEMENT DEFIBRILLATOR PADS 
AND TO APPROVE AN ORDER FOR SPECIFIC ITEMS 
It was RESOLVED to purchase replacement adult  pads for the two defibs in the vil-
lage, plus one set of children`s pads for the defib outside the Community Shop. The 
cost would be approx. £450 in total.   
Proposed  by the Cllr Hirt and seconded by Cllr Wood 
 
TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON GRANTS AWARDED BY THE COUNCIL IN 
NOVEMBER 2025 
Nearly all the community groups which had been awarded Council grants, had provid-
ed the following information:- 
Knit and Natter 
To date, Knit and Natter have spent £60 of the £150 awarded. The rest has been allo-
cated to materials for the Christmas display and the Group  anticipates it will   be 
sufficient for that project 
Pat Rice 
The grant was completely spent towards the payment of the printing costs for the re-
print of Lucy’s book. We were both very grateful for the Council`s involvement and 
(plug) the book is now on sale at the village shop.  Any takings are donated to the 
community shop funds 
PCC 
We have just ordered a new St George’s flag for the church.  With all the stormy 
weather we have had, the flags take a battering. The cost of the flag was £195.50 but 
the Council’s grant made a huge difference – the PCC is very grateful for the contri-
bution. Hopefully everyone enjoys seeing a flag flying on the church tower and we are 
very grateful to Lawrence Wood who ensures the correct flag is flying 
Tale Valley Trust 
Our first balsam volunteer day was Thursday June 11 – in the rain. The TPC grant 
has gone towards 2 pairs of new chest waders for the volunteers.. The generous grant 
of £200 unfortunately does not quite cover the 2 pairs but is an enormous help. 
 
CO-OPTION   
It was RESOLVED that Jennie Murphy be co-opted onto the Council and it was fur-
ther RESOLVED that the DALC training costs (£48)  for new councillors be ap-
proved 
Proposed  by the Cllr Bos and seconded by Cllr Hirt 
 
UPDATE ON THE CONDITION OF THE COUNCIL`S ASSETS AND TO RE-
PORT ANY REPAIRS REQUIRED 

INFORMATION FROM THE MEETINGS OF 1
ST

 JULY 2026 
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Talaton Parish Council Report 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/


An inspection had been carried out and all the Council`s assets were found to be in  
good order.  The Chair and Cllr Peters were thanked for all their hard work. The Chair 
advised that the unoccupied allotment plots required to be sprayed and covered in the 
Autumn 
 
THE MOOR 
Update on the proposed broadband connection on the Moor for the benefit of the Par-
ish Hall and for the Council  to make decisions (as appropriate) re a proposed Way-
leave Agreement 
Tim Walmsley, solicitor from Stephens Scown had provided an estimate of the Coun-
cil`s legal costs if the wayleave agreement was to go ahead.  He  advised that there 
were  specific issues in terms of the village green status that would need to be consid-
ered. He also indicated that a separate agreement would be preferred  rather than 
amending the current agreement the Council had with Voneus.  The Clerk advised that 
she had not heard further from Voneus or the Parish Hall so the matter could not be 
progressed at this time. 
  
SOLAR FARMS UPDATE 
i. Chloe Hood Head of Communications & Engagement at Aura Power had pro-

vided the following updates:-  i. explanations regarding vehicles travelling 
through the area at excessive speeds and the action Aura were taking and ii. 
Information about the timelines for the ramming of the metal piles.   

ii. The Clerk reminded councillors of the Community Benefit Meeting taking 
place on Tuesday 7th July at 6.00pm  at the Parish Hall 

PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UPDATE 
ON ITEMS REPORTED AND TO AGREE ANY FINANCIAL PROVISION 
i. Issues with vehicles using road as `rat run` adjacent to 3 High Ridge  - The 

Clerk had contacted ED Polding DCC`s Highways officer and Cllr Cathy Con-
nor regarding signage to be erected as a matter of urgency at the entrance of the 
lane, to prevent larger vehicles using it, as it was simply too narrow for them.  
It was understood that as the main road in the village was  not currently closed 
then the problem had disappeared.  However if further works were planned and 
the main road was to be shut again then signage was required.  The Clerk to 
chase the matter up  

ii. Road Repairs  - Ed Polding DCC`s Highways Officer advised that `there is a 
planned scheme in place for the road through Talaton, with patching scheduled 
to commence this year, followed by surface dressing next year all being well. 
This will take care of all the minor defects which do not qualify as a safety de-
fect. It would not be economically viable to do any patching before this takes 
place, as all the defects will be patched at the same time under a single road 
closure`. 

iii. Phone Box  - National Grid will be carrying out disconnection works to the 
phone box on 20th and 21st August.  The Clerk was waiting to hear if the books 
need to be removed from the phone box prior to the work being carried out  
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Talaton Parish Council Report Cont’d 
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Talaton Parish Council Report Cont’d 

iv. Leak outside Bankside -response from SWW  - SWW had confirmed that a 
report had been logged and it had arranged for one of its Inspectors to investi-
gate. They further advised that if the leak was confirmed to be from one of its 
assets, they`d take the necessary action to carry out any repairs.  It was reported 
that SWW had infact been out to the leak.  They had dug a hole but had not 
resolved the issue as the leak was continuing. The Clerk to chase up 

v. Land adjacent to the phone box – any works required?  - At the February 
Council meeting it was suggested that pipe work may be necessary for the area 
of land, following SWW`s work.  However after some discussion  it was 
AGREED that at this time no work was necessary but the matter to be kept 
under review.  

vi. Unstable building  Talegarth  – Ed Polding DCC Highways Officer had ad-
vised  of the  potentially unstable building `Talegarth` on Highridge road.  He 
had sent out a gang to close off the footpath. He stated that the situation would 
be re-assessed as to whether  a full road closure was deemed necessary.  The 
Clerk was asked to obtain an update on this matter. 

vii. Request for double yellow lines at Fairmile Junction  - ED Polding DCC 
Highways Officer confirmed that he had spoken to DCC Cllr  Cathy Connor 
and she was happy to support the proposal.   He would now submit the request. 

  
PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning Appeal -  25/2097/OUT Outline application (with all matters reserved except 
for access) for the construction of up to 4 dwellings and creation of new access)  - Mr 
Cyril Emmett Land South Of Lees Farm Talaton 
The Clerk had advised councillors that there was nothing further for the Council  to do 
unless it wished to make amendments to its previously submitted comments to EDDC 
or provide additional comments.  Any amendments/further comments would need to 
be received before 22nd July by the Planning Inspectorate.  The Council AGREED 
that as the Planning Inspector would consider the Council`s comments submitted to 
EDDC (as part of the Appeal process) and as the Council did not wish to add/amend 
the comments,  then there was nothing further for it to do. 
ii Go Kart Track at Escot Park - Devon County Pursuits - Planning Consent -21/2045/
FUL 
A parishioner had emailed the Clerk asking about the proposed screening of the go 
cart area at Escot, which was not in situ and was one of the planning conditions stated 
in the approval.  The Clerk would be willing to contact the EDDC Enforcement Of-
ficer on the parishioner`s behalf if desired,  to chase the matter up subject to receiving 
her consent.  
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 2nd September 2026 
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Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Otter St Mary District Help Scheme    01404 813041 

The Coleridge Medical Centre     01404 814447 

Ottery St. Mary Hospital     01404 816000 

Hall Booking Secretary (Tanya Jones)    07584 318378 

Police (to report a crime – non urgent)    101 

Talaton Inn       01404 822214 

Talaton Community Shop & Post Office   01404 822084 

Parish Priest (Marc Kerslake)     01404 822525 

Bell Ringing (Chris Trimmer)    07786 113687 or 01404 850831 

Talaton Calendar Editor (Simon Spencer)   07973 653758 

Talaton Calendar Production (Arnie James)   07887 500779 

Talaton Community Shop  
& Post Office Opening Times 

 

Shop Post Office 
 

 OPEN         CLOSE     OPEN  CLOSE  

Mon 9.00  -  6.00         

Tues 9.00   -   6.00            

Wed 9.00  -  6.00     2.00  4.00   

Thurs 9.00   -   6.00            

Fri 9.00  -  6.00          

Sat 9.00   -   1.00            

Sun 10.00      12.00             

Talaton Calendar Contact us 

Email: arnie@talatoncalendar.com (Text copy) - Tel : 07887 500779 

Email: simons@talatoncalendar.com (Editorial & Advertising) - Tel : 07973 653758 
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News from Talaton Community Shop 



Talaton 
Community Shop 


